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The Session opened at 10.38 a.m. with the chairperson, Mr Didier Reynders, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign Affairs and European Affairs of Belgium, in the Chair.

OPENING OF THE SESSION

1.
CHAIR:
“It is a pleasure to welcome you in Brussels today on the occasion of the 125th Session of the Committee of Ministers and the closing moments of the Belgian Chairmanship of the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe. I would like to begin by welcoming the President of the Parliamentary Assembly, because that gives me the opportunity to wish her a very happy birthday at the same time.  The importance we attach to our activities within the Council of Europe – and to today's agenda in particular – is confirmed by your large turnout today.  

The last six months have been particularly busy.  It has been a great honour for me to chair the Committee during this period and I think we can all look back today with a certain pride on the progress made.  We have succeeded in adapting the tools available to us.  Even so, there are still major challenges to be faced and I would like to wish the best of luck to my colleague from Bosnia and Herzegovina, Minister Igor Crnadak, who will take over the chairmanship this afternoon and have the task of pursuing this important work. I am sure that it will be easy for you to do that in the next six months.
I would like to give special thanks to the Secretary General of the Council of Europe, Thorbjørn Jagland, with whom we have collaborated intensively over the last six months. I have particularly appreciated his unfailing commitment alongside the chairmanship.  

Yesterday evening, we had the opportunity to hold informal talks with some of you on a number of challenges to be tackled in South-East Europe and how the Council of Europe could usefully support the development efforts under way.  I visited this region on several occasions in the capacity of Chairman of the Committee of Ministers.  Yesterday's discussion was a perfect illustration of the importance of synergies between the different organisations in Europe working within their respective spheres of competence. This is an area in which Belgium was able to carry out tangible work during its chairmanship, in particular by organising high-level working meetings with the EU and the OSCE on specific topics of common interest. In this connection, we had a most fruitful meeting this morning with my colleague, Minister Crnadak, and Secretary General Jagland, with the Serbian Chairperson-in-office of the OSCE, our colleague Ivica Dacic, and Secretary General Zannier.  Collaboration with other international organisations, first and foremost the United Nations, is also crucial.

This morning, in the more formal setting of this Session, we will be adopting a number of decisions with a view to reinforcing our action to guarantee democratic security on our continent.  At a time when unspeakable acts of terrorism have recently resulted in bloodshed in several Council of Europe countries, including in Belgium, just a few hundred metres from here in the heart of Brussels, a swift response is clearly needed from the Council of Europe. Our legal instruments must be adapted, which is why we will adopt an Additional Protocol to the Convention on the Prevention of Terrorism today specifically covering the phenomenon of foreign terrorist fighters. Even so, we have rapidly come to the joint conclusion that legal instruments will not be enough.  A long-term response aimed at fostering the inclusiveness and cohesion of our societies is indispensable, and this is what prompted Belgium to prepare for today's proceedings with the “Tolerance trumps hate” Conference.  This event, organised with the Council of Europe, provided a platform for experts, grassroots players and also young people, making it possible to identify concrete recommendations focusing on formal and informal education, the media and social relations, following up the Council of Europe's “No Hate Speech” Campaign, and present them to the political leaders of our 47 countries.  Europe must sustain its efforts to protect its citizens but in accordance with the democratic principles and human rights it upholds.  Today we will adopt an action plan and a political declaration underlining our commitment to this approach. 

The excellent report prepared by the Secretary General on the state of democracy, human rights and the rule of law in Europe highlights several cornerstones of democratic security in our States, such as the independence of justice and freedom of expression and the media.  It also defines parameters for measuring States' performances in respecting, protecting and upholding citizens' rights. I am delighted to see this further step towards both the collective and individual accountability of the Council of Europe States.  This document underlines not only the importance of assessment mechanisms but also the role of civil society. It gives a very precise indication of the ground still to be covered and the urgency required. The report's recommendations will enable us to face up to our responsibilities, as States, as political leaders and also as individuals, and to demonstrate – to cite a participant in last week's conference – “civic courage” to defend our democratic freedoms. I am pleased to have the opportunity to discuss these questions not only this morning under item 2 of our agenda but also on a more informal basis at our working lunch, devoted to “Human rights and democracy, a pillar of stability”. 

A week and a half ago, we commemorated the 70th anniversary of the end of the Second World War in Europe and paid homage to the victims of that conflict, which ravaged our continent. Yet, despite the efforts of international organisations such as ours and the pledges of “never again”, there are still conflicts in Europe and States' territorial integrity is still not respected.

The Council of Europe's legal instruments and programmes of co-operation and assistance are there to help us take up the different challenges I have just mentioned and tackle the political crises facing us.  Institutions like the Venice Commission, the European Court of Human Rights, the Commissioner for Human Rights or the European Commission against Racism and Intolerance (ECRI) are all instruments in the service of peace and democratic stability in Europe. 

This afternoon I will have an opportunity to take stock of the Belgian Chairmanship of the Committee of Ministers in detail. I would like to highlight one of the outcomes of our chairmanship now though, which is on the agenda of our formal session and relates to the effective implementation of the European Convention on Human Rights. This instrument, which is the very foundation stone of the Council of Europe, is indispensable for reinforcing the common democratic and legal area based on respect for the Council's fundamental values. It enables the 800 million individuals who make up our States to have their fundamental rights respected.  The “Brussels Declaration”, adopted on 27 March this year, emphasised the scale of the challenges facing the Court in the concrete implementation of the Convention. By emphasising the principle of subsidiarity and the prime responsibility of States, either in terms of prevention or the execution of judgments or within the framework of their collective responsibility in the Committee of Ministers, that declaration took us a step further towards ensuring the Court's effectiveness and, thereby, the implementation of this vital Convention.

The situation in Ukraine has been particularly high on our list of concerns over the last six months. While the parties concerned, including the Russian Federation, are primarily responsible for the urgent and full implementation of the package of measures supporting the Minsk Agreements, the Council of Europe has a major role to play in supporting a lasting political solution in Ukraine, which is why the Action Plan 2015-2017, launched in March, is so important. 

Furthermore, the Council of Europe's instruments for supervising human rights should fully play their role in Crimea and the Donbass, but also in all the other territories which escape the effective control of the national authorities concerned, including regions such as Transnistria, Abkhazia, South Ossetia or Nagorno‑Karabakh.  The Committee of Ministers adopted a specific decision on Georgia along these lines last week. 

Before coming to item 1 of the agenda, I would like to remind you that, after the morning session and before the official Session photo, I will have the pleasure of holding an informal working session with you over lunch, during which we can continue our exchanges. 

We will resume the formal Session this afternoon at 3.30 pm, for the handover of the chairmanship from Belgium to Bosnia and Herzegovina.”
Item 1: Adoption of the agenda 

2.
CHAIR:

“After this brief introduction, I invite you to refer to the draft agenda in your files.

I remind you that, by adopting the agenda, we are also adopting the decisions under items 2, 3, 4 and 5 at the same time.  Those decisions are set out in the annotated agenda in your files.

Can we adopt the agenda and the decisions? I see that we can. The agenda and the decisions are adopted.”

Item 2: A shared responsibility for democratic security in Europe 
3.
CHAIR:
“Let us move on to item 2 of our agenda.  I remind you that there are four sub-items:

a. 
Report by the Secretary General on the state of democracy, human rights and the rule of law in Europe

b. 
The fight against violent extremism and radicalisation leading to terrorism

c. 
The Council of Europe’s role in response to the current crises and conflicts in Europe

d. 
The Council of Europe contribution to democratic security in Ukraine

In view of the time constraint, I suggest that we consider the four sub-items simultaneously during our discussion.

I will give the floor first to the Secretary General, who will present his report. 

I will then give the floor to the speakers in the order in which they are listed. I would ask you not to overrun the speaking time, which is limited to three minutes per speaker.  I am told that there are lights and buzzers to indicate the end of the allocated time. This morning's session will end at 1.15 p.m.

I remind you that we have already adopted the operational decisions under this item, including the Declaration and Action Plan on the fight against violent extremism and radicalisation leading to terrorism and the Additional Protocol to the Convention on the Prevention of Terrorism responding to the problem of “foreign terrorist fighters”.

I will leave it at that and give the floor to Secretary General Jagland.”

4.
Mr T. JAGLAND (Secretary General) made the following statement:

“First of all I would like to thank you for a very energetic, constructive and co-operative chairmanship. We were able to work very well together. 

As you have seen, my annual report concentrates on the state of democratic security in Europe.  The report is based on the findings of the monitoring bodies, the Human Rights Commissioner’s findings, reports from different Council of Europe bodies and, of course, the judgments of the Court of Human Rights. Actually, the term “democratic security” originates from the Council of Europe Summits in Vienna in 1993 and in Warsaw in 2005.  It defines the core mandate of the Council of Europe as it appeared after the Second World War, which said that peace in Europe had to be built on human rights, rule of law and democratic principles. 

So what does it mean in today’s world?  We can clearly see that security is at stake where a society does not have in place independent institutions with checks and balances, free media and independent judiciary, because this very often leads to corruption, misuse and mismanagement of power and therefore distrust and social unrest and sometimes also to revolutions, which of course creates instability and very often conflicts. 
So, upholding the rule of law is of course indispensable for peace in Europe. To put it on a more positive note, upholding human rights under the principal of the rule of law creates trust and, where it is necessary, also reconciliation.

I think that it was no accident that it was said in the Dayton Agreement that the European Convention on Human Rights shall apply directly. It was also said in the Good Friday Agreement that the British Government took an obligation to incorporate the European Convention on Human Rights into the law on Northern Ireland. It was to build trust between the different groups on the island. So the European Convention on Human Rights has played an important role in creating trust, peace and stability, and also to reconcile and to solve conflicts.

From time to time, I am asked to which political ideology I belong. Is it to conservatism, capitalism, liberalism or socialism? I can say a little bit of all, but I am associating myself more and more with what I call constitutionalism because I have seen the importance for any society to have a constitution that establishes agreed rules on how to have fair political competition; a constitution that establishes independent institutions; a constitution that safeguards human rights. I say this here because we are facing a crisis in Ukraine. I believe strongly that the Minsk Process will fail if it does not become constitutional.  This means of course that everything that is going to be done has to be based on the constitution – the new constitution – and that is why the Council Europe is currently so involved in the setting up of a new constitution in Ukraine.

We have three members on the constitutional commission which President Poroshenko appointed. Of course the constitution needs to say clearly something about decentralisation which will be indispensable for the Minsk Process. But it has to be said in the constitution, and that is why we are working in a very practical way with the Ukrainian authorities on how to devolve power and to decentralise power. I believe that the processes that are now going on in Ukraine itself will be very important for the success of the whole Minsk Process. 

I would also like to say here that democratic security is indeed relevant for taking on violent extremism because that has to be done in conformity with the rule of law and human rights. We saw how bad it went when the pictures were released from the Abu Ghraib prison and Guantanamo. It harmed the struggle against extremism and terrorism a lot. This is why the Council of Europe Convention on Combating Terrorism back in 2005 became a reference document for the United Nations and this is why the United Nations has asked us to work out an Additional Protocol to this Convention to tackle the new phenomenon, namely “tourism terrorism”.

As you know, the Convention of 2005 criminalised recruitment, funding and training for the purpose of terrorism but has not said anything about having the intention to participate in such activities or seeking out such activities. This is a new challenge that we are now facing in Europe. Therefore we have an agreed Protocol to the Convention saying how we jointly can take on this new phenomenon within the rule of law and human rights. By the way, this Convention establishes an around-the-clock, seven days a week, network of national contact points to exchange information which will help border police when for instance a traveller on the border is suspicious. So this Convention helps build a necessary network for police co-operation in order to take on this new phenomenon.

I say this because I hope that every country will sign up and ratify this Additional Protocol and also those that have not signed and ratified the mother Convention should also do it. I know that many countries already have legislation in place in conformity with the principles in the Protocol. That is very good, but it would be even better if all of us could sign up to the Protocol and say to the public this is how we do it in Europe. We do it on the basis of human rights and the rule of law.

Finally, I would just like to say that the founding fathers of the Council Europe were right in saying that peace in Europe had to be built on human rights and the rule of law. I believe that, and my report actually shows that, we have a potential for conflicts in many places on this continent if we are not able to put into practice 
the principles of democratic security, which is to have independent institutions with checks and balances, free media and an independent judiciary that can build trust.  Of course the Council Europe needs to be active in other fields as well, such as education in order to combat terrorism, and culture and sport which are also very important in order to build a democratic culture in our member States.

I will come back to the report at the luncheon to explain a little bit more the content and you will see that the problems are across Europe and not only in one part of Europe. There are different problems in most of our member countries and therefore I think that the report should be read and be a basis for what all of us can do in order to improve the societal situation.” 

5.
CHAIR:

“Thank you, Secretary General, for this introduction and excellent report.  I imagine my colleagues will wish to respond to the elements that you have highlighted.

Thank you, Croatia, for agreeing to change the order of the list of speakers with Ukraine who must leave early.”

6.
Mr P. KLIMKIN (Ukraine) made the following statement:

“At the outset, I would like to thank the Belgian Chairmanship for its contribution to strengthening the Council of Europe’s role in promoting democratic security in Ukraine.

During your chairmanship, Ukraine has enjoyed the consistent support of the Committee of Ministers.

Current developments in Ukraine, caused by Russia’s illegal occupation of Crimea and aggression in Donbas, clearly demonstrate that violation of international law by one member State causes serious damage to democratic stability, security and peace in the whole of Europe.

Let’s ask ourselves if all the efforts of the Council of Europe in relation to the current dangers which threaten democratic security in Europe are proportional, and whether the Council Europe is fully capable of contributing to democratic security and meeting modern challenges?

I fully agree with the Secretary General, who stated in his second report that changing borders unilaterally and through force – as happened in Crimea – very often leads to war. 

Let it be reminded that when acceding to the Council of Europe, the Russian Federation undertook an obligation to settle international and internal disputes by peaceful means, rejecting resolutely any forms of threats of force against its neighbours.

We also urge Russia to immediately release all illegally detained Ukrainian prisoners. The Russian Federation persistently ignores the parliamentary immunity status of Nadiya Savchenko, who has been a member of the Parliamentary Assembly since January. I wish to reiterate that, according to the opinion of the Assembly’s Committee on Rules of Procedure, Immunities and Institutional Affairs, Ms Savchenko should not have been subject to any detention or prosecution measures from the moment her credentials were ratified.

The situation regarding human rights in Crimea and in uncontrolled territories of Donbas is critical.

International human rights monitoring missions – the UN, OSCE and the Council of Europe – report systematic violations of rights of Ukrainian Crimean Tartars, the persecution of journalists, human rights defenders and activists, illegal detentions, missing persons, tortures and killings in the Crimean peninsula. 

We call on the international community to continue monitoring human rights violations in Crimea and uncontrolled territories of Donbas, and to put pressure to immediately cease such violations. 

In the meantime, Russia has concentrated significant forces near the border with Ukraine. On top of many thousands of personnel of regular Forces currently present, it continues to supply heavy weapons and ammunition and to train terrorists.

The MH-17 tragedy and brutal terrorist acts in Volnovakha and Mariupol took the lives of hundreds of innocent civilians. Such crimes should not be tolerated.

Therefore preventing terrorism, radicalisation and extremism is not only a goal, it should become our strong commitment.

We fully support the Declaration and Action Plan on the fight against violent extremism and radicalisation leading to terrorism.

I am convinced that, if we are resolute in strengthening its role in response to the current crises and conflicts in Europe, the Council of Europe has the moral and political authority and even the moral and political responsibility to stop violations of international law and human rights in its space. In this regard, special efforts ought to be made to offer all necessary support to Russian civil society and democratic institutions.

The Revolution of Dignity forced democratic transformations in our society. Irrespective of ongoing security and economic hardships, our reforms are being successfully drafted, publicly discussed and widely implemented. 

We fully co-operate with the Venice Commission and other Council of Europe bodies in the reform process. In March, the Secretary General launched a new ambitious Action Plan for Ukraine for 2015-2017 and I thank all contributors supporting this important tool in our reforms.

We also have launched the Constitutional Commission which is tasked with promoting constitutional reform. The first pieces of groundwork are expected to be completed shortly.

A National Anti-Corruption Bureau has also been established and is about to start its work. 

Another urgent reform is that of the judiciary.  Criminal justice, law enforcement and other important reforms are underway. And we will further intensify this reform.

We wish the Bosnian Chairmanship every success in implementing its important priorities.

We also hope that under the Bosnian Chairmanship, the Committee of Ministers will continue its efforts to strengthen democratic security in Europe and adequately respond to violations by member States of international law, and their commitments within the Council of Europe.”
7.
Mr K. ERJAVEC (Slovenia) made the following statement:

“Allow me first to congratulate Belgium and its Minister for Foreign Affairs, my dear friend Didier Reynders, for the excellent work accomplished during their chairmanship of the Council of Europe Committee of Ministers.  The European institutions are alliances of values underpinning a Europe of peace.  A number of crises to the east and south of our neighbourhood, together with terrorism and radicalisation, are undermining the fundamental value of peace. 

We must remember the lessons learnt from the war in the Western Balkans and draw on them, as it is people, not institutions, whose lives are shaped by values.

At the Brdo Process ministerial conference, which we organised together with Minister Laurent Fabius, much of the discussion focused on the future of young people in the Western Balkans. In conjunction with the European Commission, we organised an initiative entitled the “Positive Agenda for Youth in the Western Balkans”.  That Agenda could also be applied to the region of the Council of Europe in general, as well as to the Mediterranean region in particular. 

The youth of the Western Balkans and indeed the youth of the Mediterranean must be given a positive outlook.  We must offer young people a better future and decent prospects.  Young people need access to education and transfrontier encounters to break down prejudice, foster reconciliation and reduce the scope for negatives, such as extremism and all manner of violence. 

In the fight against terrorism, violent extremism and radicalisation, the international community must be united and mutually supportive.  In our efforts, we are guided by international law, human rights, fundamental values and international undertakings.  Slovenia welcomes the Council of Europe's commitment in this sphere with today's adoption of the Additional Protocol to the Council of Europe Convention on the Prevention of Terrorism.

Slovenia remains committed to protecting the rights of vulnerable groups, minorities, children, the elderly and the disabled. I am very pleased indeed that Slovenia's initiative has been accepted and that the Council of Europe has declared a European Day on the protection of children against sexual exploitation and sexual abuse. 

We will shortly commemorate the 20th anniversary of the genocide in Srebrenica, the most serious crime committed in Europe since the end of the Second World War. It is highly symbolic that Bosnia and Herzegovina will be holding the Committee of Ministers’ chairmanship at this time. 

I would like to take the opportunity to wish my colleague from Bosnia and Herzegovina, Minister Igor Crnadak, a chairmanship crowned with success.”
8. 
Mr I. LUKŠIĆ (Montenegro) made the following statement:

“Let me begin by congratulating Belgium on the successful chairmanship of the Committee of Ministers.  The global phenomenon of violent extremism and radicalisation is a severe impediment to the development of societies as well as to the basic respect of human rights and fundamental freedoms.  In this context, allow me to outline what I believe are three key messages. 

The first is the necessity of a coherent and comprehensive approach and action at all levels; in other words, the proactive involvement and close collaboration of all stakeholders – United Nations, regional and sub‑regional organisations, governments, civil society, parliaments, academia, media, religious and cultural leaders. 

To this end, we appreciate the substantial contribution the Council of Europe has been able to make, including in the form of the Declaration of the Committee of Ministers and with the adoption of the Action Plan on this subject matter. We also welcome the adoption of the Additional Protocol to the Council of Europe Convention on the Prevention of Terrorism. 

With regard to international co-operation, I would like to single out one area that, in my opinion, deserves our increased attention. That is the promotion of intercultural and interreligious dialogue as one of the best ways to deal with the threat. In the same vein, improving media and education capacities to confront radicalising ideologies should be enforced, especially having in mind how significant the influence of modern technologies in this area could be.

Secondly, the importance of national ownership.  I would like to mention that Montenegro has taken a number of measures to ensure it makes its contribution to the regional and global fight against terrorism. For example, in the field of foreign fighters, my country has made normative changes to its Criminal Code to bring it in line with UN Security Council Resolution 2178.

The operational agreement between Montenegro and EUROPOL has entered into force, thus contributing to the creation of a safer and a more stable environment in my country. More importantly, Montenegro continues to have an unwavering commitment for the promotion of tolerance and harmony of all citizens, regardless of their religion, culture or ethnic background. As an issue of strategic priority, Montenegro will continue to be dedicated to regional co-operation in the interest of strengthening stability and prosperity throughout the entire region.  

Thirdly, the focus has to be on prevention. We must be aware that individuals attracted to extremism, in most cases, come from vulnerable groups. Only if we find the way to address the root causes that led them to spread terror will we succeed in our intention. Specifically, actions towards addressing the situation of marginalised ethnical, cultural, social or religious groups, promoting economic, political and social cohesion and inclusiveness and access to justice for all, must be a matter of high priority. We should put an emphasis on youth and their empowerment, particularly through employment and education.

Let me conclude by underlining that all our actions for combating the activities and practices of violent extremism should be in line with efforts to preserve the main values of our society: non‑discrimination, human rights, fundamental freedoms, democracy and the rule of law.  

I also wish to express our best wishes to our Bosnian colleagues and their entering chairmanship.”
9.
Ms N. GHERMAN (Republic of Moldova) made the following statement:

“The current year is symbolic for my country. We mark the 20th anniversary of the Republic of Moldova's accession to the Council of Europe. We highly value the partnership with the Council of Europe, which has been with us in the process of building up our young democracy and has supported the reforms in my country.

In this very challenging period for our Organisation and in particular for our region, the second annual report on the state of democracy, human rights and the rule of law in Europe is most appropriate. I would like to thank the Secretary General for this report and especially commend the in-depth analysis and constructive criticism. We remain deeply convinced that only through joint action and determination we can prove a common responsibility to ensure democratic security in Europe.

Today, on the verge of European architecture resetting, the Council of Europe must refocus on its core missions and identify solutions to the key challenges highlighted in the two Secretary General’s reports. Only through dialogue and mutual respect can we find the meaning of European solidarity and ensure a pan-European perspective and truly irreversible future for each and every country on our continent. We consider today's discussions about our shared values and stability in Europe as timely and important. We hope that we will be able to offer concrete answers and priority actions in order to improve the Council of Europe’s impact in the coming years and to strengthen the Organisation's role in consolidating “deep security” of Europe.

A central role in this sense is given to the intensity of co-operation between the Council of Europe and the European Union and, not the least, to the commitments undertaken by the Eastern Partnership States. We believe that these relationships have a great and direct impact towards decisive transformations necessary to support the development of genuine democracy. In this context, the example of the already established European Union-Republic of Moldova Human Rights Dialogue, with the participation of the Council of Europe, serves as a precedent for other countries as a well functioning platform, not only for conducting open discussions and exchanges of best practices but also for identifying solutions. This mechanism serves as a forward-looking tool with active and transparent participation of civil society.

Moreover, we welcome the progress in the interaction between the Council of Europe and the European Union, especially after the two organisations signed the “Statement of Intent” on 1 April 2014 in Brussels. This agreement enables both organisations to work together in a more strategic and result-oriented manner to help promote human rights, democracy and the rule of law in the EU Enlargement and Neighbourhood Regions based on the Council of Europe’s binding international conventions, monitoring mechanisms and assistance programmes. I am convinced that this effort will bring added value to the fieldwork carried out by both bodies. It will enable better co-ordination of the assistance programmes, avoiding duplication and increasing the predictability and impact of joint programmes of the Council of Europe and the European Union.

The assistance of the Council of Europe is very important for my country and we believe that the implementation of both the Action Plan to support democratic reforms in the Republic of Moldova for 2013-2016 and the Eastern Partnership Programmatic Co-operation Framework 2015‑2017 will further strengthen synergies between the two organisations and will continue to shape the strategic importance of Council of Europe-European Union partnership.

The foremost objective to move to the post-Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe monitoring phase is not an illusory goal for our country. The last six years have been challenging and it has not always been easy. Progress and success have not been felt immediately. However, as confirmed by our partners, we have recorded a number of important achievements. 

This objective is complemented by the European integration process that remains the backbone of the new government’s programme and of each and every reform process in the country. The Republic of Moldova has proven for the last few years that it has the capacity to set and reach ambitious goals, such as visa liberalisation and the Association Agreement including the Deep and Comprehensive Free Trade Area with the EU. We have managed to approximate 10% of the EU Regulations and Directives provided in the Association Agreement since its provisional application from 1 September 2014. 

We do acknowledge that certain areas, such as justice reform, fighting corruption and banking sector, require a redoubling of efforts and actions of all relevant authorities. It is nevertheless important that there is an ongoing reform process and there is commitment to deliver on each area of concern. Our medium-term priorities focus on continuing the judicial sector reform, a key element of which is the Law on the Prosecution soon to be adopted, the fight against corruption at all levels, an increase in citizens’ wellbeing through inclusive policies, to ensure access to quality education and health services, to finalise the public administration reform and the decentralisation process. 

We are holding our Session just a few days before the Eastern Partnership Summit in Riga. At the Summit, the Republic of Moldova wishes to see a more individualised and differentiated approach towards the future agenda of the EU with its Eastern Partnership. This approach should definitely take into account the registered progress and the undertaken commitment by each Partner nation. In this sense, the Riga Summit can bring a new breath to the Partnership by recognising the European perspective for the Republic of Moldova and other countries willing to make efforts and become fully-fledged participants in the European integration process developed by the EU.  

The threats to democratic security and stability on the European continent take on new shape as demonstrated by the recent terrorist attacks in France and Denmark. Our Organisation has assumed the role of placing the focus of its efforts on promoting the protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms. The Council of Europe approach to terrorism from a multidimensional perspective should determine the effective implementation of initiated actions to combat extremism and radicalisation that lead to terrorism. In this sense, we welcome the adoption of the Additional Protocol on Foreign Terrorist Fighters to the Convention on the Prevention of Terrorism.

Terrorism has no religion, cannot be justified and requires a global response. Therefore, we must remain consistent and continue to support and promote our common values – tolerance, inclusion and social solidarity.

The human rights dimension, together with other basic principles of the international law, is at the forefront of my country’s policy. The Council of Europe contribution continues to be decisive in promoting democracy, human rights and the rule of law. The role of the European Court of Human Rights is an indicator of their efficient implementation. In this context, we welcome the results achieved in the reform process to ensure the long-term effectiveness of the Convention system and the importance of implementing the Interlaken, Izmir and Brighton Declarations. We remain committed to this process through all its stages.  

We note with concern that some member States refuse to execute the European Court judgments invoking arguments that contravene their statutory commitments to the Organisation. We hope that the Brussels Declaration will play a decisive role in preventing such cases, thus contributing to strengthening the European human rights framework and the principle of shared responsibility. 

We welcome the increasing contribution of the Council of Europe to the conflict resolution processes. In this sense, we express our solidarity with the people of Ukraine. We strongly support all efforts undertaken towards a peaceful settlement of the conflict in accordance with the Minsk Agreements. We also welcome the work of the Council of Europe Commissioner for Human Rights in Ukraine.

Referring to the conflict in Georgia, I would like to thank the Secretary General for his comprehensive reports on the situation in two conflict zones in Georgia and welcome the Council of Europe activities aimed at monitoring and, hopefully, improving the humanitarian situation on the ground. We reiterate our position regarding the respect for independence, sovereignty and territorial integrity of Georgia within its internationally recognised borders.

Despite all challenges, we maintain our commitment to achieve a peaceful and negotiated solution to the Transnistrian conflict by identifying a special status for the Transnistrian region based on the sovereignty and territorial integrity of the Republic of Moldova. The path to the settlement requires continued efforts from all participants to the negotiations in the “5+2” format. We welcome the contribution of the Council of Europe to the implementation of confidence-building measures between both banks of the Nistru River and encourage the continuous attention of the Council of Europe to the cases of human rights violations in the Transnistrian region, in particular to the situation of the Moldovan Latin-script schools in the region. We reiterate our commitment to dialogue at all levels as the key tool for resolving existing problems.

Finally, allow me to express our gratitude to Belgium for its responsible and consistent chairmanship and wish all success to the Chairmanship of Bosnia and Herzegovina over the next six months.”

10.
Mr I. DAČIĆ (Serbia) made the following statement:

“It is my honour and great pleasure to participate in the Ministerial Session of the Council of Europe.

First of all, I would like to thank the Kingdom of Belgium for the excellent organisation of the meeting and to congratulate it on the remarkable results achieved over the past period, during·its chairmanship of the Committee of Ministers. The Belgian Chairmanship has confirmed the position prevailing in the Council of Europe that the modalities of maintaining and promoting the standards of the Council of Europe in our continent should be viewed in a comprehensive manner, and that every segment of the social fabric is equally important in the accomplishment of this goal. It is true that today’s Europe is faced with great challenges in the preservation of peace and stability in its territory. Nevertheless, this should by no means put aside the issues of human rights, the rule of !aw, as well as social, cultural and other rights which, if ignored, could lead to even greater turbulences in our continent. In this context, I would like to congratulate the Kingdom of Belgium on initiating and organising the recent successful Conference “Tolerance trumps hate”, in Brussels, on 8 May 2015, which offered some new ideas regarding the prevention of the hate speech phenomenon.

This is also an opportunity for me to thank Belgium for the good communication that we had in the first half of this year, as chairs of the Council of Europe Committee of Ministers and the OSCE, hoping that it will continue in the same manner during the Chairmanship of Bosnia and Herzegovina.

At the same time, I would also like to congratulate Bosnia and Herzegovina, wishing it every success in chairing the Committee in the coming period, along with my assurances that it can count on any assistance and support of the Republic of Serbia, if and when needed. My country looks forward with keen interest and sympathies to the chairmanship of the Committee of Ministers by a country from our region, and it will continue to do so over the next six months.

At this high-level meeting, I would first of all like to reiterate the determination and commitment of the Republic of Serbia to respect the principles, standards and core values that the Organisation stands for.

In the year when we are observing the 70th anniversary of the defeat of Nazism and Fascism, Victory in Europe Day, we are forewarned by issues that we are currently facing that, while looking in retrospect, we should reflect upon the path that Europe has traversed ever since. The Council of Europe belongs to those international organisations established in the aftermath of the Second World War to the effect that what Europe had faced and countered 70 years ago is never repeated again. This anniversary also warns us to be cautious in order to recognise in a timely fashion the phenomena having the potential to cause instability and to threaten peace in Europe.

It was with these motives in mind and great attention that we examined the Council of Europe Secretary General's second report on the state of democracy, human rights and the rule of law in Europe, to conclude that we fully share his perception of identifying two major challenges to the democratic security in Europe, reflected in the phenomena of extreme violence and escalation of the Ukrainian crisis.

The issue of democratic security is very topical indeed and, in some parts of Europe, it is being put to the test and followed by considerable volatility, requiring the influence of the international community, including the Council of Europe, which is specifically indicated in the Secretary General’s report.

I would like to draw your attention to the fact that the basic starting point in the efforts to address issues of the security of democracies in Europe is, in fact, contained in the very agenda item under our consideration. It is “shared responsibility” that is a necessary approach to the problem in order to avoid conflicts and ensure stability in the member States. Xenophobia, populism and chauvinism are phenomena faced by the world today, and Europe is no exception in that respect. The terrorist attacks in Paris and Copenhagen and Zvornik and Kumanovo have unfortunately illustrated in the worst possible way their brutal manifest form and served as a reminder that these phenomena should be strongly opposed.

Serbia strongly condemns terrorism in any shape or form, as well as all forms of extremism and radicalisation, aware that the complexity of these phenomena requires co-ordinated action on the wider international level, and dealing with all their aspects with the aim of a comprehensive response.

Regrettably, the still ongoing crisis in Ukraine has reminded us how fragile the security of a democracy can be and how political clashes may escalate into armed conflicts. The situation in Ukraine calls for peace and stability to be defined as priority goals. Serbia has supported and will continue to support direct action of regular and ad hoc bodies of the Council of Europe which, within the mandates given to them to protect human rights, aim to contribute to solving the crisis.  In this regard, we welcome the current activities of the tripartite advisory panel, Council of Europe Commissioner for Human Rights, the Venice Commission and the Advisory Committee on the Framework Convention for the Protection of National Minorities.

I would like to remind you that Serbia has assumed the responsible office of the OSCE Chair at a politically very complex and challenging moment. In this capacity, we are making every effort to rebuild confidence and trust among participating States.

The only road to peace and prosperity leads through mutual co-operation, respect and appreciation which we could learn from our own example after the difficult and challenging period of the 1990s.

Tolerance of every kind, especially religious tolerance, is the key for overcoming problems that the present-day world is faced with, regrettably in an ever more ruthless way.

Having mentioned our own example, it is impossible not to refer to the unacceptable position of the members of the Serbian community on this territory, which is far below the human rights standards of the Council of Europe. On this occasion, I will reiterate the support of the Republic of Serbia to any action of the Council of Europe aimed at improving the standards of living in Kosovo and Metohija, to the benefit of all people living there, and which is, at the same time, carried out in accordance with international legally binding documents, primarily United Nations Security Council Resolution 1244. Serbia will continue to be a constructive partner in defining such action, in full compliance with the status neutral approach adopted by the UN Security Council.”
11.
Mr S. LAVROV (Russian Federation) made the following statement:

“We consider today's meeting as an opportunity to discuss the measures needed to respond effectively to the challenges of our times.  They are not diminishing.  Reading the second report prepared by the Council of Europe Secretary General Thorbjørn Jagland, it is clear that the problems are significantly more serious and widespread than previously thought.

We call for depoliticised dialogue with a view to resolving the acute problems that subsist throughout the area encompassed by the Council of Europe.

The central focus of our attention must remain fixed on such alarming issues as the emergence of neo-Nazism, continuing problems of statelessness, racial discrimination and related forms of intolerance and, more recently, attempts to justify unconstitutional State coups and turn a blind eye to chauvinistic slogans and calls for ethnic cleansing.

Russia is committed to forming a common humanitarian and economic area from the Atlantic to the Pacific with a guarantee of equal and indivisible security for all.  In the current climate, the role of the Council of Europe as a humanitarian mainstay of pan-European co-operation, safeguarding the unity of the continent's legal area through its unique convention-based mechanisms, is all the more necessary. 

It goes without saying that this also applies to the action connected with Ukraine's internal crisis.  Any further escalation, which radicals in Kyiv and a number of other capitals are attempting to provoke time and time again, would have the most difficult consequences both for Ukraine itself and the entire system of European security.  The prospects of resolving the conflict directly depend on the respective parties' scrupulous implementation of the Minsk Agreements approved by the UN Security Council on 12 February this year, in their entirety and on a two-way basis.

We must secure the setting up of direct dialogue between Kyiv and Donetsk and Lugansk as quickly as possible, the removal of the inhumane economic embargo without delay, the granting of amnesties and the implementation of inclusive constitutional, judicial and other reforms in Ukraine.  The Venice Commission and the Council of Europe as a whole must stick to their principled position regarding these issues.

We expect further concrete results from the efforts of the International Advisory Panel set up under the auspices of the Council of Europe to assist with investigating rights violations in Ukraine, including the crimes committed in Maidan square and in Odessa.

We note that Council of Europe centres have been set up in each region of Ukraine to provide assistance in the sphere of local self-government.  With support and co-ordination from the Council of Europe Committee of Ministers, their activities can make a substantial contribution to the democratisation of the Ukrainian State.  We ask the Secretary General to ensure that these centres take due account, in their day-to-day work, of the obligation of decentralisation laid down in the Minsk Agreements of 12 February at the initiative of Germany and France.

More broadly speaking, it is important that all the obligations entered into by Ukraine within the framework of the Council of Europe's Statute, conventions and other legal instruments are honoured.

We think it necessary for the Council of Europe to make an assessment of the laws adopted in Kyiv, including legislation on “decommunisation” and the glorification of Nazi henchmen.  These attempts to rewrite the outcome of the Second World War and the verdicts of the Nuremberg Trials throw down a gauntlet to the values which lie at the core of our Organisation and are enshrined in the UN Charter.  The 70th anniversary of VE-day which we recently celebrated, including in Strasbourg, is an event on a universal scale.  We must not allow anything to betray the spirit of unity in the fight against Nazism or undermine the solidarity of those who strive today to achieve peace and security on our continent.

Those goals have recently faced new tests, including in the Balkans in an extremely volatile situation in Macedonia, where attempts to involve external factors with a view to eroding the internal political situation are causing great alarm.  Given the obvious regional dimension of what is happening in Macedonia, we think it important that the Secretary General visits Skopje to help normalise the situation in line with our Organisation's principles and values.

Without uniting our efforts, it is impossible to withstand the global evil of terrorism.  We support the revamped anti-terrorism programme proposed by Secretary General Jagland and call for a collective effort to implement it.  There must be special emphasis on combating incitement to terrorism and the recruitment and training of terrorists.  Russia has actively assisted in preparing the Additional Protocol (on foreign terrorist fighters) to the Council of Europe Convention on the Prevention of Terrorism of 2005.  This is an important step towards defending our citizens from the folly of extremists.  At the same time, these people are not born fanatics but become fanatics, more often or not as a result of cultural and social isolation or segregation.  Accordingly, the Council of Europe Committee of Ministers must maintain its focus on the theme of the religious dimension of intercultural dialogue.

Russia is intent on taking forward a positive, ecumenical agenda.  We are willing to seek compromise on the most complex issues on a basis of equality, mutual respect and consideration of one another's interests.  We believe that this Ministerial Session will make it possible to move forward in strengthening mutual trust as an indispensable condition for preserving the unity of Europe and reviving its progressive development.

In conclusion, I would like to thank the Belgian Chairmanship for its effective work in maintaining a culture of consensus in the activities of the Committee of Ministers and wish every success to the Council's new chair – Bosnia and Herzegovina.”
12.
Mr E. MAMMADYAROV (Azerbaijan) made the following statement:

“I will start with my words of thanks for all this and for all your team, as well as for this able and successful chairmanship. I would also like to add my voice to welcoming our colleague, the Foreign Minister of Bosnia and Herzegovina, who we are eager to have in this position in a few hours. We wish him all success in performing his functions. 

We have looked very carefully and with great interest at the Secretary General’s second report on the state of democracy, human rights and the rule of law in Europe, and we believe that it gives a very comprehensive overview of the existing situation, with a specific focus on concrete recommendations as to the ways of addressing outstanding issues. We also believe that democratic security is the ability of democratic societies to avoid conflict and instability by fostering tolerance based on shared values. Given the rise of intolerance in Europe, the fight against violent extremism and radicalisation leading to terrorism deserves to be high on the agenda of all us and of European countries. 

Azerbaijan, being one of the 32 member States having signed and ratified the Council of Europe Convention on the Prevention of Terrorism, supported the adoption of the declaration combating extremism and radicalisation leading to terrorism at our Ministerial Session. 

In the meantime, the fight against terrorism and extremism should not be used to target any particular religion or culture. Today we are living at a time of heightened religious awareness which is maliciously exploited in certain instances to fuel conflicts on ethnic, religious or cultural grounds. In recent years, alarming rates of Islamophobia in some European countries confirms the vital necessity of our joint efforts to counter this phenomenon. 

Terrorism, in many instances, is inseparably linked to aggressive separatism. Areas affected by armed conflicts provide favourable conditions conducive to the expansion of this evil. The international community should therefore facilitate the resolution of conflicts, on the basis of generally accepted norms and principles of international law, and in particular, as was mentioned before by some speakers, those related to respect for territorial integrity and viability of internationally recognised borders of States, and help countries restore sovereignty and security of their own territories. I believe the Council of Europe also has an important role to play in this respect. 

Just a few words on an issue well known to the international community and the Council of Europe, that of the Armenian-Azerbaijan Nagorno-Karabakh conflict. I believe that the Government of Armenia must realise, and again and again I repeat, that the reliance on the status quo which was achieved as a result of military aggression, by use of force, is a grave miscalculation. Occupation of the territory and ethnic cleansing of the local population from the homes of their region does not represent a solution. It will never produce the political outcome. Withdrawal of Armenian troops, as clearly required by relevant UN Security Council resolutions of 1993, can be a significant confidence-building measure and will completely change the dynamic of the ongoing peace process and open an immense opportunity for comprehensive and sustainable development of the entire South Caucasus region.”

13.
Mr E. NALBANDIAN (Armenia) made the following statement:

“I wish first of all to congratulate you on your excellent chairmanship and for the tireless effort you have put into running the work of the Committee of Ministers over the last six months.

I would also like to thank the Secretary General for his second report on the state of human rights in Europe.  This second report, like the first one, can provide a solid basis for giving fresh impetus to the Organisation's initiatives and adapting them to the challenges facing us, while observing the longstanding tradition of consensus specific to the Council of Europe. 

Armenia agrees with the assessment made in this report that protecting human rights and promoting democratic institutions and the rule of law can make a strong contribution to democratic security in Europe.  We are convinced that the protection of fundamental rights, the rights of individuals, must not be dependent on the status of the territory where peoples live.  In the terms of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights – I quote – “no distinction shall be made on the basis of the political, jurisdictional or international status of the country or territory to which a person belongs”.  Consequently, we wish to encourage the Secretary General to continue exploring how the Council of Europe's standards can be applied, throughout the area under its responsibility.
On 3 May, Nagorno-Karabakh held its 6th parliamentary elections, which were yet another testimony to the commitment of the people of Nagorno-Karabakh to human rights and democratic development.

The Co-chairs of the OSCE Minsk Group – the internationally mandated format of the Nagorno‑Karabakh conflict resolution – have acknowledged the need for the authorities of Nagorno-Karabakh to organise democratically the public life of their population through elections. In their statement on the last elections, the Co-chairs once again reaffirmed “the role of the people of Nagorno-Karabakh in deciding their future”. 

Unfortunately, the situation on the ground continues to be tense. The Co-chairs have clearly identified the side responsible for this. They expressed serious concerns to the Azerbaijani side on incursions across the line of contact and the border with Armenia. They directly urged Azerbaijan “to observe its commitments on peaceful resolution of the conflict”. The co-chairs expressed concern about unfounded criticism coming from 
Baku on the ongoing negotiation process, the role of the Minsk Group co-chairs and the OSCE monitors. The ongoing Azerbaijani provocations are matched with warmongering rhetoric and anti-Armenian hate speech. Moreover, those representatives of civil society, intellectuals and journalists in Azerbaijan who have been advocating for peace and reconciliation, are being permanently persecuted and end up behind bars. 

Many international human rights organisations, including the Council of Europe, have issued alerts on the policy of hatred against Armenians. 

The upsurge in extremist violence and terrorism that we are witnessing currently is one of the biggest threats which we face today.  

Racism, xenophobia and intolerance violate human dignity and create an image of an enemy within our societies, thus endangering social harmony. From the bitter experience of our history we know that this can result in hate driven crimes, and even crimes against humanity. 

As a nation which passed through the horrors of genocide, we feel a moral responsibility to raise awareness about this scourge and to do our utmost to contribute to the prevention of crimes against humanity. It is in this spirit that on the occasion of the Centennial of the Armenian Genocide, Armenians worldwide, together with the international community, paid tribute to 1.5 million innocent victims and joined their voices to the pledge of “never again”.

We thank the Secretary General and the representatives of the member States for their participation and contribution to the Global Forum against the Crime of Genocide held in Yerevan this April. 

In conclusion, I would also like to join the previous speakers in wishing success to the incoming Chairmanship of Bosnia and Herzegovina.”

14.
Ms A. FRICK (Liechtenstein) made the following statement:

“Let me start by thanking Belgium for its great efforts and leadership during its chairmanship of the Committee of Ministers and for organising this timely discussion on our shared responsibility for democratic security in Europe. At the same time, I extend my best wishes to Bosnia and Herzegovina for a successful chairmanship during the coming months.

Liechtenstein welcomes the topic chosen for today's discussion. The democratic security in Europe is indeed of utmost importance and is indeed a shared responsibility. Along the same lines, I would like to commend Secretary General Jagland on his second annual report on the state of democracy, human rights and the rule of law in Europe. The report rightly lists the five pillars of democratic security: an efficient and independent judiciary, freedom of expression, freedom of assembly and association, the functioning of democratic institutions, and inclusive society and democratic citizenship. Guaranteeing and enhancing the democratic security within our borders, and collectively across the continent, must be our common priority.

The recent devastating terrorist attacks in Paris, Brussels and Copenhagen call for swift action. We have to establish tough new measures for individuals who wish to cause harm. Liechtenstein is therefore looking forward to the new Council of Europe treaty – in fact the first international treaty – to help States prosecute foreign terrorist fighters. Liechtenstein intends to ratify the Council of Europe Convention on the Prevention of Terrorism and the new Protocol on foreign terrorist fighters in the near future.

Freedom of expression is at risk on our continent. Journalists face threats in member States and anti-terrorism legislation is used to limit their rights. It was therefore very timely and useful that the Council of Europe recently launched an Internet platform to protect journalism and promote the safety of journalists. Liechtenstein was among the few States which financially supported this Internet platform.

Liechtenstein remains highly alarmed by the situation in Ukraine. We condemn the high toll of civilian casualties. We call upon all parties involved in the conflict, to fully implement the Minsk Protocol and Memorandum without further delay. This foremost requires the implementation of a sustained ceasefire.

Liechtenstein notes with concern that there are territories which strictly refuse any control regarding respect for the core values of the Council of Europe. We cannot accept that there are white spots on the European map where no control of respect of these values is permitted. In this context, it is important to recall that the Council of Europe has never pursued any other interests than defend its values. All parties involved in the conflict should be grateful for the Council's help and advice in this regard.

Another matter of great concern is the tragedy of migrants in the Mediterranean. I am shocked by the situation. All of us should feel responsible in finding acceptable solutions and we should show solidarity. Last year, the Liechtenstein Government decided to receive five refugee families from Syria. In absolute terms, this might be seen as a small number. However, compared to the size of our country, this is a remarkable number. Additionally, since the beginning of the Syrian crisis, over 1 million Swiss francs were provided for programmes in Syria and its neighbouring States. This engagement is part of our international solidarity. We could disburse 0.75 per cent of our gross national income for the Official Development Assistance (ODA). I am proud that Liechtenstein therefore belongs to the very few States which have exceeded the international ODA target.

Sixty years ago, our common European flag was born. The flag expressed the desire to build peace, security and prosperity while respecting our common values. Let us work together to make this desire a reality.”

15.
Mr G.B. SVEINSSON (Iceland) made the following statement:

“At the outset, allow me to thank Belgium for hosting this Ministerial Session.  I commend the Belgian Government for the excellent work during their chairmanship in challenging times. At the same time, I extend my best wishes to the upcoming Chairmanship of Bosnia and Herzegovina.

I would also like to congratulate the Secretary General Thorbjørn Jagland on his re-election. I thank him for his leadership during the last five years which have been focused on implementing an essential reform of the Council of Europe and I am looking forward to meeting him later today.

The priorities that have been outlined are well defined and include important elements such as strengthening of the European Court of Human Rights, enhancing respect for the European Convention on Human Rights and increasing support for democratic development, which is fundamental to maintaining peace and security in our region.

A political solution to the crisis in Ukraine can only be based on the principle of peaceful settlement of disputes where Ukraine's sovereignty and territorial integrity is fully respected. Iceland condemns the illegal annexation by the Russian Federation of Crimea and the unlawful claims and actions by separatists in the eastern parts of Ukraine. We call on all parties to respect and fully implement the Minsk Agreements.

It is encouraging to see the reforms conducted in recent months by the Ukrainian authorities to consolidate the functioning of democratic institutions, the protection of human rights and the rule of law. The Venice Commission has proven its value as a neutral and competent advisory body on constitutional matters where our common values of democracy, human rights, gender equality and rule of law are underscored. It is my hope that the Commission participates actively in the work of the constitutional commission in Ukraine.

Violent extremism and radicalisation that leads to terrorism is a global challenge which needs to be addressed in all relevant fora, including the Council of Europe.  I am therefore pleased to express Iceland's full support for the Protocol and the Declaration that we adopt today. It is our joint responsibility to ensure that our democratic societies build on respect, freedom of expression and media freedom. We must work for these fundamental principles internationally, regionally and nationally. The emergence of ISIL is particularly worrying as the organisation is spreading and attracting foreign fighters from all over the world, including our own countries.

The Council of Europe can play a role in addressing radicalisation and combating violent extremism. I therefore welcome the commitment to make better use of our pan-European co‑operation, including strengthening our legal instruments, to respond to these threats.”

16.
Mr E. TUOMIOJA (Finland) made the following statement:

“I would like to thank the Secretary General for his annual report on the state of democracy, human rights and the rule of law in Europe.  It very aptly points out our current human rights challenges in Europe and the added value that the Council of Europe can give to European security.

Finland is concerned about the weaknesses in judiciaries and the worsening conditions for free media within the Council of Europe area. We are also concerned about the worsening situation of human rights defenders in many parts of Europe. We must do our utmost to guarantee participation of groups that often face discrimination – this includes women, minorities, persons with disabilities and LGBTI people. 

We have an obligation to uphold all the rights that we have taken to be self-evident in our continent – freedom of speech and expression, media freedom, the right to access to information, the freedom of assembly and so on – not forgetting the important right to privacy. At the same time, we must prevent hate speech. It is only a short step from hate speech to hate acts. International law applies also to activities in cyberspace. 

It is sad to note the renewed fighting in Eastern Ukraine. We urge all the parties to immediately respect the Minsk Agreements.

Ukraine must continue its work on reform. The Council of Europe Action Plan on Ukraine is an important tool to support rule of law and human rights reforms in the country. 

All human rights violations must be investigated and the perpetrators brought to justice to restore confidence in the authorities. We welcome the work of the International Advisory Panel, including the report on the Maidan and the upcoming report on the tragic deaths in Odessa. On Maidan, the IAP has done its share and it is up to the Ukrainian authorities to take appropriate action. Further discussion on the results could be envisaged in the Council of Europe.

It is clear that Finland reiterates its strong condemnation of the annexation of Crimea by Russia. We express also our grave concern on the human rights situation in Crimea as well as in Eastern Ukraine.  Full access to Crimea of the relevant Council of Europe monitoring mechanisms must be provided.

The recent treaties between Russia and breakaway regions of Abkhazia and South Ossetia are also in violation of international law.”

17.
Mr N. POPOSKI (“the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia”) made the following statement:

“Let me congratulate the successful Belgian Chairmanship.  Challenges today are many, ranging from pressing issues such as terrorism and immigration, the conflicts in our region to the core issues of democracy, human rights and the rule of law.  I would also like to thank the Secretary General and the Belgian Chairmanship on putting emphasis on the shared responsibility for democratic security in Europe.

We are aware of the challenges. No matter how much effort we spare to fight terrorism, it persists. One way to tackle it is to strengthen our ranks, to increase our co-operation through new instruments such as the one we are going to adopt. We must take firm action against those who believe that terrorism is a legitimate way 
to achieve political means. Firm action against the recruitment of foreign fighters is crucial, since it represents a security issue once they return to their countries of origin. We recognise that there is also a need for long-term work and therefore we give full support to the Declaration and Action Plan we are also adopting today.

Another pressing issue is migration, which requires an urgent response. The Republic of Macedonia, as a transit country, is witness to the suffering of all those trying to reach a safe haven. Many were in peril on our railways, exhausted by the long journey from conflict regions in the Middle East and Africa. Our stability, as rightly pointed in the Secretary General’s annual report, depends on the stability of our neighbours. This makes co-operation with our Mediterranean and eastern partners not only desirable but very necessary.

Looking at the core of the Council of Europe issues, we give full support to the implementation of the Brussels Declaration and to the Interlaken-Izmir-Brighton process. The results achieved are encouraging and we congratulate the Court on the effective actions taken to increase its own efficiency, as well as that of the whole Convention system. These efforts should continue, but in parallel there is a need for more effort at national level. This is where the Convention is breached and this is where judgments need to be implemented. Although we talk about shared responsibility, in reality, the ball is in our court. We also need to increase the efficiency of the monitoring mechanisms which, in their struggle to tackle emerging risks, put aside longstanding and persistent issues such as issues relating to national minorities, which is key to the stability of Europe.

Lastly, I want to express our appreciation of the Belgian Chairmanship and to wish Bosnia and Herzegovina every success in steering the work of the Committee of Ministers.”
18.
Mr P. VALENTINI (San Marino) made the following statement:
“I am particularly pleased to take the floor here today and warmly greet all of you. I would like to congratulate the current Chairperson for the excellent work achieved by Belgium in these six months, placing the emphasis on topics of fundamental importance, such as the reinforcement of human rights and democracy, the reform of the Organisation, youth work and tolerance, the latter task made no easier by the challenges that have arisen in Europe and the rest of the world.

I wish to reiterate San Marino's most determined support for the role that can be played by the Council of Europe.  In particular, I think it is essential to mention the two great threats hanging over Europe today, as mentioned by the Secretary General in his report: the increase in violent terrorism and the ongoing Ukrainian crisis, and more notably still, the recommended solution, which entails increasing the level of democratic security, with action in two priority sectors: judicial systems, by closing loopholes and strengthening the independence of the judiciary, and means of communication and information, by fostering and safeguarding freedoms in this area.

The Republic of San Marino has made remarkable efforts in recent months to conform to the latest standards in the fight against terrorism, by ratifying twelve international anti-terrorism instruments adopted by the UN, the ICAO, the IMO and the IAEA and incorporating their provisions in its domestic legal order. Our task is not yet accomplished and we continue to examine our country's legislation in order to align it perfectly with international standards: ratification of the Convention on the Prevention of Terrorism is currently being examined and I can assure you that the Additional Protocol adopted today will receive our closest attention.

I would like to express my most sincere gratitude for the work of the Council of Europe's control mechanisms, such as Moneyval, GRECO, GRETA and ECRI, which have greatly contributed to the gradual adaptation of San Marino's system to European standards.

I would also like to express my backing for the different draft decisions presented in connection with the items on our agenda, reiterating the importance of the work of European Court of Human Rights and the Council of Europe's political commitment to facing up to the current crisis.

Nevertheless we have to ask ourselves a question: on what condition will these actions allow us to effectively guarantee democratic security? In other words, what is needed for them to be proportionate to the seriousness of the problems facing us?

When addressing the Council of Europe on 25 November last year, Pope Francis warned us against the causes of the lassitude and fragility of “old Europe” and of the potential erosion of our democracies: he reminded us of the current trend towards an individualistic and false conception of freedom, where “each individual becomes the criterion for measuring himself and his own actions. The way is thus opened to a subjectivistic assertion of rights, so that the concept of human rights, which has an intrinsically universal import, is replaced by an individualistic conception of rights”.

I think that each and every one of us, as a European, should take these words to heart and, reaching back to the roots of our cultural and religious identities, engage in the transversal dialogue that can be the lifeblood of our continent and enable us to respond to today's challenges, to which respect for the person and their rights are indeed central.  Accordingly, I believe that we should give more resources and a higher profile to events such as the Exchanges on the religious dimension, fully exploiting our Organisation's potential.

In conclusion, Mr Chair, I congratulate you on the significant results achieved in the last six months and wish Bosnia and Herzegovina every success in its term of office, while pledging my country's full collaboration.”
19.
Mr L. LINKEVIČIUS (Lithuania) made the following statement:

“Allow me to start by thanking the Secretary General and the Belgian Chairmanship for all their efforts to give due prominence to the pressing question of the fight against extremism, radicalisation and terrorism. I also thank the Secretary General for his annual report. Lithuania fully supports the most urgent priorities which are indicated in it. 

The phenomenon of violent extremism is becoming ever more complex, multifaceted and multidimensional; and so should our responses. At the same time, we cannot forget that extremist ideology and terrorism is not limited to religious fanatics, far right or far left groups. Regrettably, the State actors, even Council of Europe member States, resort to the use of extremist propaganda. The Kremlin has successfully limited free debate in Russia’s media space and replaced it with mouthpieces of propaganda. We need not only to support independent and alternate voices, but to take action against hate speech, and incitement of violence and destruction. 

We agree with the view of the Secretary General that democratic norms and practices and respect for human rights are vital foundations for lasting peace. We would also like to add that respect of international law must be a part of these foundations. However, we see quite the opposite in some parts of Europe.

By this, I mean the invasion and illegal annexation of Crimea. Another such case is the continued Russian support for separatists and terrorists in the East of Ukraine, including the supply of heavy weapons, violations of declared ceasefires, which contradict the Minsk Agreements. Besides Ukraine, I also want to mention the creeping annexation of the occupied regions of Georgia, with the notable so-called “treaties” concluded by the Russian Federation and illegal borderisation. These are alarming wake-up calls, and we should not wait for yet another, as it might be too late – too late to save our fundamental principles and values, on which this Organisation is based. 

Not of a lesser concern is the worsening of the human rights situation in the occupied and annexed areas. We know that yesterday was the anniversary of the massive deportations of Crimean Tartars in 1945, by Stalin’s regime. Today, their rights are seriously undermined again. We repeatedly urge Russia to respect the rights and freedoms of the local population in Crimea, including the Tatars and other local communities, and to allow for international monitoring of the human rights situation in the region. We plea, again and again, for the release of the illegally detained foreigners including, in particular, the Ukrainian pilot and member of our Parliamentary Assembly, Nadia Savchenko. 

Finally, I would like to complement our Belgian host, Minister Didier Reynders, for his commitment during the Belgian Chairmanship of the Committee of Ministers and for an excellent organisation of this Session. 

I wish the best of success to our colleague Minister Igor Crnadak in dealing with these complex matters during the future Chairmanship of Bosnia and Herzegovina of the Committee of Ministers. Good luck in your endeavours.”
20.
Mr D. AVRAMÓPOULOS (European Union) made the following statement:

“I am here in my capacity as the Commissioner for Migration, Home Affairs and Citizenship, representing the whole European Commission and also the High Representative of the European Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, Ms Mogherini. I am pleased to share with you our approach and the envisaged actions in preventing and countering radicalisation and terrorism.

We are here today to discuss our common challenges to democratic security, the fight against terrorism and the tackling of the root causes of irregular migration, at a time when only together and united, and by utilising all of the resources and the existing mechanisms, will we be able to address them effectively. The European Union would like to express its thanks to the Secretary General for his report on the state of democracy, human rights and the rule of law in Europe: a shared responsibility for democratic security in Europe, which the European Union hopes will be the basis for many future substantial discussions. Even though the report evaluates the pan‑European area as a whole, it is quite clear that some deficiencies are more pronounced in certain States than others. The European Union appreciates the work of the Council of Europe in addressing these deficiencies in all 47 of its member States.

The European Union has acknowledged, and will always acknowledge, the Council of Europe’s special role as setter of benchmarks for fundamental values in Europe. In this context, it is important to underline that the European Union remains fully committed to the EU accession to the European Convention on Human Rights as a top priority. We want also to congratulate the Council of Europe for its contribution in the fight against terrorism. We appreciate its initiatives on countering radicalisation and extremism leading to terrorism. The EU’s appreciation goes to the Council of Europe, the Belgian Chairmanship of the Council of Europe and the Latvian Presidency of the European Union for the excellent co-operation and co-ordination they have shown in addressing the question of foreign terrorist fighters. The testimony of which is that today we are adopting the Additional Protocol to the Council of Europe Convention on the Prevention of Terrorism. The European Union is looking forward to signing and ratifying this Protocol and the Convention as soon as possible after our internal decision-making procedure will have been finalised.

As you know, the Commission has just presented the European Agenda on Security, its overall strategy on security issues which includes our approach to counterterrorism and preventing radicalisation. In this respect, the European Agenda on Security addresses possible legislative measures strengthening our criminal laws. It equally highlights the importance of tackling the root causes of radicalisation also from the broader societal angle. The Council of Europe’s Declaration and Action Plan on the fight against violent extremism and radicalisation leading to terrorism adopted today is going in a similar direction. I am looking forward to enhanced co-operation between our two institutions, ensuring complementarity and effectiveness of a global response to the threat posed by terrorism. 

We have come to witness an unspeakable tragedy in the Mediterranean some weeks ago. It goes without saying that our two organisations should step up efforts to tackle the humanitarian crisis that we are facing at this very moment. A comprehensive approach in this regard was recently put forward by the European Commission in the form of the European Agenda on Migration. The Council of Europe has an important role to play in this field. Co-operation of the European Union and the Council of Europe in the countries of the southern neighbourhood has proven very successful so far, and the EU stands ready to continue and enhance this co-operation in the future.

Let me repeat what I judge as very important. We need to work closely together. I count a lot on your support and contribution in order to make our agendas a common policy in the name of our common values and principles.”
21.
Mr G. VELLA (Malta) made the following statement:

“I would like to extend an expression of thanks to the Belgian Chair for this opportunity to debate a variety of issues emerging from the Secretary General’s report. Time constraints oblige me to be selective.

Terrorism and the constant flow of migrants into Europe must be addressed with urgency. The recent spate of terrorist attacks have again pinpointed the need for a rapid response to stop or at least curb the alarming upsurge. Terrorism is ruthless and spares no one. It is a reality that we must face. Extremism and radicalisation are identified as potential hotbeds fomenting terrorism.

The Council of Europe can go a long way to combat this scourge. Remedies can be preventive or punitive, or a combination of both. We believe that the Council is better geared to pursue preventive measures. Existing mechanisms within it can serve to achieve this goal. Promoting neighbourhood policies, especially with the Mediterranean countries, through the North-South Centre and similar groups, intercultural and interfaith dialogues are cases in point.

In his Action Plan on extremism and radicalisation, the Secretary General puts major emphasis on prevention, and we agree on that. The aim is to target sensitive areas emanating from exclusion and discrimination.

But aside from educational institutions and correctional facilities, we must counter internet abuse, hate speech and the financing of terrorism.

My government tightened up the definition of financing terrorism by targeting activities that help to finance terrorists. Malta has also actively participated in the drafting of the Additional Protocol to have an effective instrument to counteract foreign fighters. I am pleased to announce that Malta will be ratifying the Convention on the Prevention of Terrorism. Combating terrorism is an ongoing stance and we must remain vigilant. The fact that terrorists have become bolder in their modus operandi should only strengthen our resolve. We will never give up the struggle.

I now turn to the recent tragic events in the Mediterranean. Men, women and children – asylum seekers, refugees and economic migrants – leave the shores of North Africa hoping for a better life. They place their fate in the hands of criminals. A sizeable number meet an untimely death by drowning.

The Council of Europe has always advocated the rights of migrants. This is a positive stance. However, one must also keep in mind the plight of countries like Malta, which bear the brunt of this human influx. It is right to insist on human dignity, but it is likewise an obligation upon all States to share the responsibility. Limiting the Council’s policies to integration alone is simply inadequate by way of addressing the problem.

In the words of Parliamentary Assembly President, Ms Anne Brasseur: “Migration is not only a domestic problem of the member States that are affected. It concerns Europe as a whole”.

My appeal to all, and especially to you, Mr Secretary General, is to look beyond strictly human rights considerations. Other concerns affecting matters of democratic security or threatening the rule of law cannot be ignored. Your report, Mr Secretary General, does acknowledge, and I quote “migration in Europe is often criminalised and has severe implications for human rights”. Let us hope that this recognition also marks the beginning of another approach to the problem.

Proud of its conventions, the Council of Europe guarantees the right to life and asylum to all those within the territory of its member States and that includes the seas, and it also fights against torture, slavery, terrorism and organised crime. Can we close one eye to all these problems related to migration or expect others to do the work instead? Turning our backs will only serve to aggravate matters.  A phrase adopted by the Belgian Chair throughout its chairmanship is “shared responsibility” and that is precisely what we look forward to. If we work together, I am confident that solutions can be found.

2015 marks the 50th anniversary of Malta’s accession to the Council of Europe and we are rightly proud of Malta’s overall contribution in the field of human rights, democracy and the rule of law.

To conclude, I congratulate wholeheartedly the outgoing Belgian Chair for its valuable input during its chairmanship and I augur Bosnia and Herzegovina, as the new chair, an equally successful outcome in implementing its programme to which we pledge our fullest support.”

22.
Mr G. SABOYA SUNYÉ (Andorra) made the following statement:
“A year has gone by since we met in Vienna to examine, among other things, the Secretary General's report on the state of democracy, human rights and the rule of law in Europe.  A year further down the line, this report has become an excellent tool for identifying, analysing and providing concrete responses to the challenges now arising in Europe.  The Secretary General's new report, focusing on the theme of “A shared responsibility for democratic security”, highlights the fact that Europe faces two very tangible threats: the rise of extremist violence and the instability of its borders.

The risks and the threat to peace and security represented by the emergence of the Islamic State call for a clear response from the international community, which must tackle the surge in extremism. There can be no excuse or mitigating circumstance for the criminal acts of barbarity, sectarianism and terrorism deployed by the Islamic State as its strategy of action and communication.  New threats are emerging in the form of “foreign fighters”. In this area, the Council of Europe must use the legal instruments already available to it and, where necessary, consolidate its international legal framework by adopting new custom-designed instruments.  The Principality of Andorra will carefully examine the Additional Protocol to the Convention on the Prevention of Terrorism relating to foreign terrorist fighters with a view to signing it in the near future.

We must persevere in our fight against sectarian, extremist or hate speech.  The Council of Europe has a very important role to play here in terms of education.  Absolute respect for human rights is a guarantee of peace and security.  It is also indisputable that education has a key role in promoting the Council of Europe's fundamental values.

Andorra is a land of exchange, a country with a long tradition of peace, which has evolved to embrace cultural diversity and the protection of multilingualism. We have understood that this is an asset, a source of richness, an opportunity. That is why Andorra attaches great importance to living together, all united yet all different. 

It is also why, during the Andorran Chairmanship of the Committee of Ministers two years ago, my government focused on the paramount role played by education for democratic citizenship and intercultural dialogue in sustaining international peace and security, particularly where respect for human rights is concerned. This is what we call today the culture of democracy. 

The Council of Europe is also a key forum for promoting intercultural and inter-faith dialogue, drawing on all member States' initiatives in this field, particularly those of San Marino, which made this a priority during its chairmanship in 2006. 

The crisis in Ukraine, which began over a year and a half ago, has once again called the stability of Europe's borders into question. To resolve this conflict peacefully, dialogue between the parties must be guided by compliance with the principles of international law and also the inviolability of territorial integrity and respect for human rights. International organisations as a whole must work towards this, through complementary and effective efforts in their own fields of expertise. 

The Secretary General's report also highlights the weaknesses of our judicial systems and an environment where media freedom is under ever increasing pressure.  The Principality of Andorra therefore supports the Secretary General's proposal to reinforce human rights training for judges and law professionals.  The initiatives proposed for the safety of journalists must also be encouraged.

Finally, we welcome the draft Declaration on the fight against violent extremism and radicalisation leading to terrorism and the draft Action Plan presented for adoption. 

I would not like to conclude my statement without very warmly congratulating the Belgian Chairmanship for the excellent work achieved in the last six months, in a particularly complex and difficult context.  I also offer my sincere wishes for success to the incoming Chairmanship of Bosnia and Herzegovina.”
23.
Mr R. CHANCERELLE DE MACHETE (Portugal) made the following statement:

“I would like to start by congratulating you for the able Belgian Chairmanship at the helm of the Council of Europe. I also thank you for the excellent organisation of this Ministerial Session.

I reiterate my appreciation for the Secretary General’s wise leadership and for his relentless efforts in favour of the Council of Europe’s values, in such a difficult and complex time.

In the current month of May, we commemorate the 70th anniversary of the end of World War II. Since 1945, we have come a long way on the path of building democratic societies in Europe, based on the rule of law and respect for human rights. 

For this reason, I welcome the Secretary General’s reports on the state of democracy, human rights and the rule of law in Europe. These reports are of great value in assessing current trends, achievements and shortcomings as well as in charting the way forward for member States and for our Organisation. 

As the Secretary General points out in his latest report, “changing borders unilaterally and through force – as happened in Crimea – is never justified”. In fact, the illegal annexation of Crimea is a clear violation of international law. 

It is high time to settle the crisis in and around Ukraine, through a political solution respectful of the territorial integrity, sovereignty and independence of the country. To this end, I call on all parties to fully abide by the commitments undertaken under the Minsk Agreements. I welcome the willingness of the Ukrainian authorities to engage in constitutional, democratic and judicial reform, and to accept the support and advice provided to them, in these fields, by the Council Europe.   

This year’s events in Paris and Copenhagen have tragically reminded us that extremism, radicalism and terrorism are major threats to our societies. 

The Council of Europe must play its part in addressing these threats and, thus, I thank you for placing the issue high on our agenda. The Declaration and the Action Plan we are adopting today, comprising concrete and targeted measures, send clear messages with regard to the resolve of our Organisation in this realm. I welcome the adoption of the Additional Protocol on foreign terrorist fighters – the first international legal instrument implementing the main criminal law aspects of UN Security Council Resolution 2178. 

At a national level, we are also strengthening our counter terrorism efforts, in full compliance with our human rights obligations: a new “National Strategy to Combat Terrorism” was recently adopted by the government; and a number of amendments to national legislation will soon be approved by the parliament. 

In light of the current challenges and threats we face, the importance of the Neighbourhood Policy becomes even more apparent. 

The human tragedy in the Mediterranean cannot leave us unmoved if we really believe in the universality of the values and rights we uphold. The Council of Europe, together with other organisations such as the European Union, has certainly a role to play in the fields of human rights of migrants, development of non‑discriminatory policies and in combating trafficking of human beings. 

The European Centre for Global Interdependence and Solidarity, commonly called the North‑South Centre, is a most relevant instrument at the service of the Council of Europe’s policy towards its neighbouring regions. It is a respected platform for articulated intercultural dialogue and structured co-operation with our neighbours, at the levels of governments, parliaments, local and regional authorities and civil society.

The activities of the Centre to promote the Council of Europe standards on democracy, human rights and global education are the right antidote to radicalism and extremism. They are very much valued by our partners in our neighbourhood. In the challenging times we live in, we must seize fully the potential of the North-South Centre. 

In this context, I welcome the recent renewal of the South Programme between the European Union and the Council of Europe. I look forward to greater support for North-South Centre activities within the framework of the South Programme.

Portugal is a staunch supporter of a strong and effective multilateral human rights system. Therefore, we are discharging our mandate as members of the UN Rights Council with commitment and dedication seeking to contribute actively to its proceedings. 

You may also count on the full support we have for the Council of Europe and the system of the European Convention on Human Rights.    

Establishing Europe as a death penalty free zone is one of the core objectives of the Council of Europe, hence the need for engagement with Belarus on the subject of the abolition of capital punishment. 

Portugal’s early ratification of the Istanbul Convention bears testimony to our commitment to the protection of women’s rights. I thank the State Parties of the Convention for electing the Portuguese candidate to the GREVIO Committee and I look forward to the start of its proceedings.

To conclude, I would like to convey Portugal’s best wishes to the incoming Chairmanship of Bosnia and Herzegovina.”

24.
Mr D. BUSHATI (Albania) made the following statement:

“I would like to start by congratulating you and your very capable team for the successful chairmanship.

This year’s Ministerial Session is being held against a backdrop of worrying developments in and around Europe. Therefore, the second report that the Secretary General has presented to us today is timely and useful. The report is also cause for concern in identifying the two main challenges to democratic security: the lack of judicial independence in many countries and threats to media freedom across the European continent.

2015 started with the terrorist attacks in France and Denmark. More than attacks against freedom of expression, they were attacks against the foundations of our democratic societies. They are also clear evidence that terrorism is a threat to all our people and countries. Therefore, I believe it is the duty of our Organisation to contribute to finding an effective response to the terrorist threat. The Declaration and the Action Plan against violent extremism and radicalisation leading to terrorism – that we are adopting today – is an important step in this direction. Under the Albanian Chairmanship of the South-East European Co‑operation Process (SEECP), the Foreign Ministers, meeting in Tirana in February, adopted a Joint Declaration on Terrorism, focusing on the need to work jointly against this threat. Starting today, Albania is hosting a two-day Ministerial meeting on Countering Violent Extremism, as the first follow-on meeting to the White House Summit earlier this year.

I would also like to emphasise the importance of the Additional Protocol to the Council of Europe Convention on the Prevention of Terrorism – that we are also adopting today – not only as a tool to implement some of the obligations imposed by the UNSC Resolution 2178, but also as an example of the role the Council of Europe can play in countering the phenomenon of foreign terrorist fighters.

Let me turn now to the concerns of the Secretary General about the state of the justice system in the Council of Europe area. It is worrying, because the failure to provide a fair and independent judicial system erodes the trust of our citizens in the democratic process. Nonetheless, I believe that the Council of Europe is in a unique position to offer support in addressing this challenge, through targeted co-operation activities and “best practices”. 

The Council of Europe has played an important role in helping to anchor Kosovo firmly within the European “community of values.” Our main goal is to ensure that all European citizens – and I stress all, without exception – enjoy the standards of human rights, democracy and the rule of law, enshrined in the European Convention on Human Rights and all our Convention system. Therefore, the sooner Kosovo joins the Council of Europe, the sooner its people can enjoy the protection of our Convention system. Keeping Kosovo out deprives Kosovo and its people of the critical support this Organisation can provide in strengthening democratic security. 

With regard to the crisis in Ukraine, I would like to reiterate Albania’s support for the sovereignty, territorial integrity and the political unity of Ukraine. The Minsk Agreements offer a real opportunity for a peaceful negotiated solution to the crisis in Eastern Ukraine. 

I would like to draw your attention to the developments in neighbouring Macedonia. 

I am not referring only to the fighting, deaths and destruction in the city of Kumanovo only a few days ago, events that, not least because of the complex ethnic and social composure of Macedonia, require full transparency. I would urge you to consider the developments in Macedonia from the perspective of democratic security – a security based on our commitment, as members of the Council of Europe, to pluralist and parliamentary democracy, the indivisibility and universality of human rights, the rule of law and our common cultural heritage, enriched by its diversity. Interethnic relations are vital for the existence of Macedonia, as is the full implementation of the Ohrid Framework Agreement. Calling what has been happening in Macedonia “outbreaks of interethnic and interreligious confrontation” is more than a misnomer; it is irresponsible, and an attempt to flame-up inter- or intra-ethnic tensions. That is not in the interest of Macedonia, our region’s or Europe’s stability. 

By concluding, I wish Bosnia and Herzegovina a lot of success in its incoming chairmanship.”

25.
Mr S. KURZ (Austria) made the following statement:

“I would first like to congratulate Belgium on its successful chairmanship.  I extend my heartfelt congratulations to you and I would also like to thank Secretary General Jagland for his excellent co-operation. 

The attacks in Paris and Copenhagen showed us that terror and radicalisation are not distant threats but can strike right in the heart of Europe. There are currently over 6,000 foreign fighters from Europe. Over 200 people from Austria alone have gone to fight in Iraq and Syria, and we need to be aware that we are both exporting and importing violence because, in addition to the endless suffering that is being caused in Iraq and Syria, and also in Libya, there will be a huge threat to our security when these people come home. For this reason, we are very pleased with the Council of Europe’s Action Plan and Additional Protocol and see them as an important step in the fight against radicalisation and IS terrorism. 

I think, however, that we must not only react to this radicalisation and terror, but also do more in the way of prevention. For this reason, I believe that we all have a responsibility to do better at portraying positively and standing up for our values and our model of society. It is precisely in times of terror that we must defend pluralism, the rule of law and human rights all the more vigorously.  

In addition to that, I believe that, where this specific issue is concerned, we need to look for partners outside of traditional politics. We know that young people in particular can be led astray on the Internet and in the social media. For this reason, I believe that it is crucial to develop even closer co-operation with Facebook and Google and many others to ensure that more young people are not led astray and also to ensure that the terrorists do not succeed in using these positive networks as advertising platforms. I am very pleased that the Council of Europe is playing a leading role in this area too. 

In addition to terrorism, which is of concern to us all, the conflict in Ukraine obviously represents another threat to peace and stability in Europe. We therefore call on all parties to implement the Minsk Agreements as fully and as quickly as possible, as, in our opinion, this is the most effective means of achieving a peaceful settlement. We welcome the fact that the Council of Europe is making a contribution to the investigation of the Maidan crimes and is also contributing, through the Venice Commission, to supporting constitutional reform. 

Thank you once again. I wish the Bosnian Chairmanship every success.”

26.
Ms V. PUSIĆ (Croatia) made the following statement:

“We thank the Secretary General for his second report on the state of democracy, human rights and the rule of law in Europe. The Council of Europe, as it has been stated many times, rests on the fundamental values of democracy, human rights and the rule of law.

However, today we have the crisis of the southern Mediterranean and beyond we have the crisis in the countries of the Eastern Partnership: Ukraine, which is a victim of war on its own territory, and frozen conflicts in a number of countries of the Eastern Partnership. We have terrorism and advancing extremism in countries of our neighbourhood, but also in our own countries, maybe not in power, but certainly within the political arena and in our societies. We have States that are squeezed between dictatorships and terrorism. It seems that the soft power that we so much relied upon is in retreat, and somehow we constantly feel the need, or are somehow put in the position to justify our own order and our own values. One thing that we have discovered in this process is that institutions and concepts of democracy, human rights and the rule of law have a strange way of travelling from west to east, and that very often on the route from west to east, a concept such as the free market is being transformed into mafia-controlled markets, freedom of the press is being transformed into tabloidisation of the media, an independent judiciary is being transformed into sanctifying judges formally appointed through nepotism and connection to the corrupt political elites. These institutions have obviously an even stranger and funnier way of travelling south. 

I think one conclusion we can draw from this is, while we reconfirm our values as stated in the European Convention on Human Rights, we definitely need to reconsider our methods and strategies of communicating and advancing these values in our neighbourhood. In a way, we have come full circle, we need to re-establish security, stability, communication between parties in conflict and fundamental trust among different parties in conflict, in order to be able to come to first, a peaceful resolution of different conflicts and, then, in order to reach the original objectives and standards of the rule of law, democracy and human rights. 

In concluding, a few words on Macedonia.  In many ways, at the moment it is a mess.  Some of this mess is of the government’s own doing, but it is also, I would say, a great warning to all of us because a lot of it is a result of a country being stopped in its track in its development and in its meeting the standards to join different international organisations, as was promised, such as NATO and the European Union.  We should not repeat this mistake in other cases.

I congratulate the Belgian Chairmanship and I extend my best wishes and the best wishes of Croatia to the Chairmanship of Bosnia and Herzegovina who, through this chairmanship, is actually moving from, for many years, being on the receiving end of different mediators, consensus builders, etc, to actually taking the role of a consensus builder itself.”

27.
Mr M. ÇAVUŞOĞLU (Turkey) made the following statement:

“I shall start by congratulating you, Minister Reynders, and your team, for a very successful chairmanship.  

We convene our meeting in the face of multiple crises that call for a more assertive role for the Council of Europe.

The recent terrorist attacks in France, Denmark, Bosnia and Macedonia were important wake-up calls.  It is crucial to rapidly prevent the deepening of the culture of violence and extremism.

The Additional Protocol to the Convention on the Prevention of Terrorism and the Declaration we are adopting today are important steps in this regard. I hope it will be opened for signature at the earliest convenience.

Countering extremism and radicalisation requires a multi-dimensional approach.  Extremist groups have different cultural, psychological and structural characteristics.  There is no one-size-fits-all solution. 

But the solutions we find must take into account two points. First, we should address the root causes of radicalisation.  This is where Council of Europe programmes for fighting against the social exclusion of persons belonging to marginalised groups become essential. 

Second, we need to preserve the sensitive balance between the fight against extremism and the protection of fundamental rights.  Affiliating violent extremism with any group will play into the hands of extremist groups.

We also welcome the increasing engagement and contribution of the Council of Europe to the resolution of conflicts.

Turkey remains committed to the sovereignty and territorial integrity of Ukraine.  The window of opportunity created by the Minsk Agreements for a political solution should be fully exploited by all parties.  But, we should not forget what is going on in Crimea. Crimean Tatars are under growing pressure and they should remain high on our agenda.  We rely on the concrete actions of the Council of Europe for protecting the rights of the Crimean Tatars. 

Against this background, the reform of our Organisation gains much more significance.  I was the President of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe when my dear friend Thorbjørn and I felt the need to adapt our Organisation to the new realities in Europe.  We continue to strongly support the Secretary General’s efforts for upgrading the capacity of this Organisation.  A new Summit on Democratic Security, as the Secretary General proposed, would be timely and give impetus to the work of the Organisation. 

My government has joined the major contributors to the budget of the Organisation.  Now we will be in a better shape to contribute to the promotion and protection of our common European values.  

Minister Reynders, Chair, allow me to thank you once more.  I also wish the new Chair, Minister Crnadak, all success in his future work.  We especially welcome and support his chairmanship priorities.”

28.
Mr P. SZIJJÁRTÓ (Hungary) made the following statement:

“Since the conclusion of the Second World War, Europe has never had to face as many serious challenges at the same time as right now. If you put into consideration, we have five very serious challenges: there is a war in Ukraine; there are at least four countries represented in this room which face frozen territorial conflicts; we are facing the worst ever terror threat because of ISIS; fourth, we are facing the most serious pressure of illegal migration in the European continent of recent times; and, fifth, we are facing economic challenges which are further aggravated by the fact that instead of bridges there is a wall being built between Russia and Europe.

Now we have to raise the question, what is or what can be the solution and I think the first step is that Europe really has to properly identify and properly name the problems and the challenges, instead of insulting those countries who are brave enough to do so. And if we are not able to properly identify and name the problems and challenges and we keep on sticking our heads in the sand, then Europe will lose its remaining competitiveness and will be left behind in the global market. In this case, it is our belief that Europe has to show unity in this difficult situation and we have to be honest and we have to give up searching for half-solutions because it does not make sense.

In order for Europe to regain its strength, I think we have to create three things: peace, economic stability and continuous frank and open discussion. If we are able to do so, then based on these three things, we will be able to overcome these five very serious challenges ahead of us. 

First, we have to make clear that only a peaceful solution is acceptable in Ukraine. All sides have to implement the Minsk Agreements and here I would like to draw your attention to the relevant Council of Europe documents providing guidelines to deal with minority issues. 

Second, Montenegro, Macedonia and Georgia have to be provided with the clear perspective of the Euro‑Atlantic defence integration. This is a must and there is no excuse not to do so.

Third, we have to intensify our fight and struggle against ISIS. 

Fourth, we have to admit that the issue of illegal migration has to be solved outside of Europe and not in Europe. Instead of putting forward unrealistic proposals, we have to run development programmes for those countries where these migrants are coming from. 
And last but not least, once the conditions are there, consultations should be launched between the European Union and the Eurasian Economic Union as well, based on pragmatism, based on mutual respect towards each other, and respect towards international law.”

29.
Mr B. KOENDERS (Netherlands) made the following statement:

“First of all, I would like to thank you personally for the successful and active Belgian Chairmanship and your commitment during the past six months. I would also like to express my best wishes to my new colleague from Bosnia and Herzegovina for his upcoming chairmanship, I am sure he is going to do a very good job and we had an opportunity already to talk yesterday during the dinner for hearing your plans.

All of us have said this morning that our continent is confronted with serious challenges, such as the rise of intolerance, which I think is really a very serious problem sometimes leading to terrorism. We spoke about the ongoing crisis in Ukraine and in countries with frozen conflicts. Both topics are on the agenda for this debate, as the Council of Europe engages in a search for adequate replies. I think it is important to note that we have this inclusive forum where really all countries are around the table. We do not have many fora where we can discuss these issues with everybody there. I appreciate that communication is key, as is a good and inclusive dialogue.

I thank the Secretary General for his active endeavours to draw up an Action Plan to combat terrorism and I appreciate the Additional Protocol to the existing Convention on the Prevention of Terrorism, which we adopt today. 

I also wish to thank the Secretary General for his second annual report “The state of democracy, human rights and the rule of law in Europe, a shared responsibility for democratic security”. It is an important title, it is a long title and I think we have to be very honest. When I read it, I sensed that we need much more urgency.  I will quote the Secretary General, “we have serious problems in one third of the member States with regard to the independence of the judiciary and also relating to the freedom of the media.” Of course these two institutions – media and courts – are indispensable for what you call human or democratic freedom.  So it is a very, very serious situation. We need that sense of urgency in my view, openly discuss it among each other and also ensure that we deepen our action. Everybody is vulnerable. Very recently, I had a discussion with the Secretary General of the Council of Europe on a criticism of my country and I think we have replied to it in an open discussion. I think it is necessary to do so. Everybody is in that sense vulnerable. 

With regard to the Action Plan on combating terrorism, the actions of the Council of Europe are restrained and motivated by the rule of law, democratic values, human rights and fundamental freedoms. I think it is important. 

We also have the Global Counter Terrorism Forum where we also work closely with Turkey. I think there should also be a bridge between these two fora to make sure that one learns from the other. It focuses on the prevention of radicalisation, I think it is important to do that. Why are young people drawn to extremist behaviour and what is the role of parents and teachers? 

That is not a soft agenda. I think we agreed more or less on the harder agenda.  Repressive measures are very important, but schools and education are rightly mentioned in the Action Plan.  Many teachers do not know how to or are frightened to discuss radicalisation with pupils and their parents. I think there is a solution that we have to develop together. In my own country, the Netherlands, the central government municipalities and first-line workers are joining forces in the battle to prevent radicalisation and manage social tensions. 

Let me say a final word on foreign terrorist fighters who return to the Netherlands.  Many of them pose a serious threat after their return as they turn out to be even more radicalised and motivated, gained combat training and experience, and have often been involved in atrocities. However, not every returnee poses a terrorist threat. That is why we also need, I think, to believe that returnees require a tailored approach, and I think that is an element also of the Council of Europe. 

On democratic security, we need to ensure that we also keep the respect that is necessary for the Court of Human Rights. I think it is very important that we support it and also if the Council of Europe wants to continue to function in this inclusive forum, we at least need a real, in practical terms, but real even if it is zero growth, real growth, so at least you can function as an organisation.

Let me close with one word on the MH17 crash from last year. As you know, in this tragedy 289 people lost their lives, nationals from 18 countries. The disaster confronted us with the harsh reality that there has been an increase in civilian flights all over the world while the number of conflict areas and the proliferation of heavy weaponry have also grown.  We are, as you know, serious about ensuring accountability in a transparent and independent manner. There is an international recovery mission that has brought home the victims and identified all but two. We lead now the international investigation into the causes of the downing and the results of this investigation are well underway and the final report is expected in October.

The criminal investigation by the multinational Joint Investigation Team is making progress as well. We feel supported by UN Security Council Resolution 2166, which demands that those responsible will be held accountable for their actions. I mention this also here in the Council of Europe because we feel supported and comforted by the statement by the Ministers’ Deputies that under no circumstances those responsible for downing the aircraft could benefit from any amnesty and I hope we can count on the continued support of this gathering.

Let me close with a word on Ukraine. We acknowledge all that Ukraine faces, immense challenges like the continuing conflict in the eastern parts of the country, the illegal annexation of Crimea and economic and financial problems. Of course Ukraine has a responsibility now to show inclusiveness during the transition and guarantee democratic reform and I think there the Council of Europe, with its long-term support for legal reform, can play an indispensable role.”
30.
Mr J. ASSELBORN (Luxembourg) made the following statement:
“Firstly, I would like to thank the Secretary General for his impressive 2015 report.  Thank you very much, Thorbjørn. 

Even so, I will, if I may, ask one question and perhaps for more details: how, Mr Secretary General, do you intend to follow up the 2014 and 2015 reports?  Engaging in 47 bilateral dialogues is a task of Herculean proportions. 

The Action Plan on the fight against violent extremism and radicalisation leading to terrorism demonstrates that the Council of Europe is a key player in that fight and has a whole array of legal and non-legal instruments at its disposal.  I pledge that Luxembourg, in its forthcoming presidency of the European Union, like the present Latvian Presidency, will do its utmost to swiftly clarify the questions of the Union's internal jurisdiction, so that the Additional Protocol to the Convention on the Prevention of Terrorism can be signed as soon as possible.

The number of instruments available to the Council of Europe to prevent radicalisation shows that the democratic pillars within the Organisation are vital and must remain so.  I express my wish that the model of competence for democratic citizenship will ultimately hold sway in education systems, along the lines of the model of linguistic competence.

On the subject of Ukraine, I welcome the Action Plan for Ukraine for the period 2015 to 2017. This is another instance where the Council of Europe is deploying its full arsenal of instruments to consolidate the rule of law in Ukraine.  But the Council of Europe's action will not realise its full potential if the Minsk Agreements are not respected and implemented. 

I congratulate the Belgian Chairmanship, and you in particular Didier, for your excellent work since last November.  The number of high-level events organised under the Belgian Chairmanship has been impressive.  In particular, I welcome the outcome of the Brussels Conference on shared responsibility.  The proper execution of the Court's judgments is vital to the preservation of our system of pan-European law, and the Conference clearly highlighted the paramount role of the States in the smooth functioning of the Convention based system of human rights protection.

Of course, I also have words of encouragement for the future Chairmanship of Bosnia and Herzegovina; I especially appreciate the emphasis placed on neighbourhood policy, particularly in the southern Mediterranean, as well as the space set aside for culture and intercultural dialogue. Luxembourg remains convinced that the pillar of democracy and its cultural dimension in particular are of central importance at the Council of Europe.

Finally, Luxembourg will foster good co-operation between the two organisations; I confirm that Luxembourg will strive in particular to finalise arrangements as quickly as possible for the European Union's accession to the European Convention on Human Rights and other Council of Europe conventions, which is no easy task, but we will tackle it.”
31.
Mr M. LIDEGAARD (Denmark) made the following statement:

“First of all I wish to convey to the Belgian Government through you, Mr Chairman, our appreciation for the warm welcome and the kind hospitality provided to us by the authorities and people of Belgium and, in particular, of your great capital, Brussels. 

I would also like to thank the Secretary General and his team for his new report on the state of democracy, human rights and the rule of law in Europe. 

By bringing together almost all European countries, the Council of Europe continues to play a critical role in confronting challenges to our common security and in strengthening the values and principles that form the foundation of our security; values and principles that are so evidently under threat by disregard for the established international norms, including the UN Charter.

I therefore fully agree with the need for democratic security – a strong need underlined by the two biggest threats facing Europe today.
One is the surge in extremist violence. The crisis in Ukraine is another case in point. 

The fight against international terrorism is a transboundary challenge which should be countered through international co-operation and means. 

Let me stress that I welcome the Council of Europe Action Plan to combat violent extremism and radicalisation leading to terrorism. I fully share the two main objectives of the Action Plan: to reinforce the legal framework against terrorism and violent extremism; and, to prevent and fight radicalisation through concrete measures in the public sector, in particular in schools, in prisons and on the Internet. 

Both objectives are clearly within the areas in which the Council of Europe – based on its expertise and experience – is able to provide added value. 

Joint action is needed and our action will combine measures to prevent and combat terrorism. We must insist on our core values, such as the freedom of speech and free media as our strongest weapon against terrorism. 

The importance of the Council of Europe is both emphasised and amplified by the ongoing conflict in Ukraine. 

Denmark reiterates its strong support for Ukraine’s unity, sovereignty, independence and territorial integrity within its internationally recognised borders, and calls upon Russia to do so as well. We urge Russia to recognise these fundamental principles that it has itself invoked many times. We also urge Russia to contribute by acts and public pronouncements, to stabilise the situation and reverse moves it has made that go against these principles. We reiterate our strong condemnation of the illegal annexation of Crimea and Sevastopol to the Russian Federation and we will not recognise it. 

The Council of Europe’s expertise and efforts to support constitutional reform, decentralisation and a full investigation of human rights violations on Maidan provide an important contribution towards a sustainable solution. Denmark will continue its substantial support to the Council of Europe’s efforts in Ukraine. 

We also see progress in Georgia and in Moldova and we will continue to support the reform processes in these countries.

The crisis in Europe and the challenges we are facing today makes it of paramount importance that we, the member States, today carefully consider in which areas the Council of Europe can make a true difference in conflict prevention and solution, by virtue of its values and special expertise.

In conclusion, let me reiterate Denmark’s strong support for the great reform efforts initiated by the Secretary General with a view to making the European Court of Human Rights, as well as the various monitoring bodies, function well and efficiently. Those bodies, and the Convention system as a whole, are the main assets of our Organisation in our collective defence for human rights.  

Submitting ourselves to scrutiny is a prerequisite for fulfilling the obligations to which we have all committed ourselves. We wish the Bosnia and Herzegovina Chairmanship all the luck. We will support you all the way through.”
32.
Ms T. BERUCHASHVILI (Georgia) made the following statement:

“Let me start by thanking the Belgian Chairmanship for the promotion of the Council of Europe’s values in the past six months and warmly welcoming the forthcoming Chairmanship of Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

The Council of Europe has been defining European values for more than six decades. However, we are still facing major challenges today. As I speak, people in different parts of Europe and beyond continue to suffer from violations of human rights and fundamental freedoms. 

It is our joint responsibility to draw proper international attention to what constitutes blatant violations of international law and the fundamental principles of human rights. It is important that the Committee of Ministers adequately assesses the challenging situation, as well as includes these problems in the agenda of the Ministerial meetings, especially when it comes to conflicts in its member States. 

It is regrettable that today we still have to discuss the abuse of international law by one of our members. Russia’s aggression against Ukraine, annexation of Crimea and further destabilisation of its Eastern regions should be duly responded to by the whole international community. 

Unfortunately, Ukraine is not an isolated case. Russia’s military aggression against Georgia in 2008 and subsequent occupation of its territory are clear examples of violations of the principles and norms of international law. Until now, the human rights situation in the occupied regions where the Government of Georgia cannot exercise effective control has further deteriorated. The people residing within the occupied regions and in the adjacent areas are deprived of their fundamental rights and freedoms, including the freedom of movement, the right to property, family life and other civil, economic and social rights.

The absence of international monitoring bodies on these territories further contributes to the deterioration of the human rights situation on the ground. 

On top of that, we observe another vivid demonstration of the violation of the international legal order since the Ministerial Session in 2014, namely the signature of the so-called “treaties” between the Russian Federation and the Georgian regions of Abkhazia and South Ossetia. The installation of barbwire fences and other artificial obstacles along the occupation line have already significantly affected the livelihoods and fundamental rights of the local population, including the right of IDPs to a safe and dignified return. The human rights situation in the areas affected by the conflict in Georgia is another challenge to stability in Europe.  

We welcome the decision on the conflict in Georgia adopted by the Committee of Ministers’ Deputies, which, for the first time as a decision of the international organisation, calls on the Russian Federation to grant to the Council of Europe bodies unrestricted access to the occupied territories of Georgia in order to monitor the human rights situation on the ground.

We also welcome the 11th consolidated report of the Secretary General which keeps the item on the conflict in Georgia high on the political agenda of the Council of Europe.

Based on the alarming human rights situation in the Georgian regions of Abkhazia and South Ossetia and the ongoing process of creeping annexation of these territories, it is crucial that the Council of Europe gives particular attention to the current situation and takes immediate and relevant measures.

Once again, I would like to thank the Belgian Chairmanship and wish a successful chairmanship to Bosnia and Herzegovina.”
33.
Mr G. TONELLI (Monaco) made the following statement:
"I wish first of all to also congratulate the Kingdom of Belgium for the excellent chairmanship it completes today.

Your report, Mr Secretary General, pointed to the rise of extremist violence whose eradication is one of the main challenges facing us today. 

The report's conclusions identify the priority strategies of the policy which the Council of Europe intends to pursue and I wish to thank you for that on behalf of the Principality of Monaco. 

What are those strategies? You have geared them to prevention and the predominant role to be played by education in our societies. It is on that same basis and with the same objective in mind that the Monegasque Government works day-to-day in favour of youth, in particular through a high-quality education system with maximum accessibility, as one-third of the children schooled in Monaco do not live there. 

Also mindful of the imperative of reinforcing the legal framework for combating terrorism, our government is currently studying the relevant Council of Europe instruments to which Monaco is not yet party. 

What should we use as the platform for our action against extremism and intolerance?  We are convinced that they must be anchored in the principles laid down by the European Convention on Human Rights.  

I wish to reiterate Monaco's backing for the reform embarked upon regarding the functioning of the Court, to which Monaco has contributed by ratifying Protocol No. 15 in 2013 and through funding allocated each year to reduce the backlog of cases. 

Democratic security has been shaken by the outbreak of conflicts within the European perimeter, as shown by the situations in Ukraine and Georgia. 

How, in these circumstances, can we not call for a strengthening of dialogue between the parties, under the mediation of the Council of Europe and the other international organisations, with a view to achieving lasting peace in our region?
The Mediterranean region is currently the focal point of many of the upheavals in the world. 

The tragedies involving migrants in recent months remind us of our responsibility to these civilian populations, who are unjustly victims of the conflicts raging around this sea.

The Principality of Monaco plays its part by participating in efforts to protect civilians and first and foremost children, notably by granting emergency aid, but also through a policy of co-operation in the fields of education and gender equality.  Over 2014 and 2015, we have contributed funding to a programme aimed at reinforcing gender equality in Morocco and we will continue to mobilise our efforts to help that region.

Along similar lines, on 1 and 2 June, a Conference will be held in Monaco on tackling the transnational threats emerging in the Mediterranean region, through information-sharing and co-operation, under the aegis of the OSCE and Interpol. 

Our commitment to human rights ties in with this Mediterranean policy of ours, culminating, within the Council of Europe, in support for the initiatives carried out under the Neighbourhood Policy.

My best wishes go to Bosnia and Herzegovina, which will be commencing its chairmanship very shortly.”
34.
Mr I. CRNADAK (Bosnia and Herzegovina) made the following statement:

“Like other colleagues, I would like to thank the Belgian Chairmanship for its warm hospitality and excellent organisation of our meeting.

I would also like to thank the Secretary General for his excellent report and all these details he has just given us.

This report is unfortunately very realistic and makes us remember something very important: security, democracy, respect for human rights and the rule of law in Europe, can never be taken for granted.

These principles on which the Council of Europe is based are facing today an unprecedented crisis, which even threatens the peace and security of our continent. 

The terrorist attacks in the heart of our continent, the humanitarian disaster in the Mediterranean, the very difficult situation in Ukraine, unfortunately confirm that finding.

The question that arises here is how to get out of such a crisis? Here are a few important points:

- the commitment of all member States to respect the values and the Convention system of our Organisation;
- using the Council of Europe’s very important added value – its formidable know-how and soft power to intensify the fight against hate, intolerance and radicalisation;
- the establishment of a sincere dialogue based on the principles of the Council of Europe, between our member States on key issues of this report;
- ensuring that the protection and respect for democracy, human rights and the rule of law become an integral part of a European security system.

Bosnia and Herzegovina fully supports the Council of Europe Neighbourhood Policy and welcomes the recent initiatives of the Secretary General in this area. We welcome that this issue is on the agenda of our meeting and we support the draft decision.

By developing the Neighbourhood Policy, we also send an important message of our openness and our desire to share our values and our principles with our neighbours.

Being convinced of the importance of the continuation of the development of the Neighbourhood Policy, Bosnia and Herzegovina has decided to include this issue among the priorities of our chairmanship of the Council of Europe for the next six months. 

The co-operation between the Council of Europe and the European Union is also a very important issue.

One of the highest priorities of the foreign policy of Bosnia and Herzegovina is the accession to the European Union. Therefore, we can only welcome the progress made in the co-operation between the Council of Europe and the European Union.

We share the same values and the same principles. There are many complementarities in the activities of these two organisations. In addition, the European Union supports a significant number of the Council of Europe programmes.

Therefore, Bosnia and Herzegovina fully supports the decision on co-operation with the European Union.

Today, 66 years after its foundation, we can be proud of the Council of Europe and its achievements.

However, the report of our Secretary General, unfortunately confirmed by various recent events, is very alarming and should be of high concern to us all. Very concerned about the state of democracy, human rights and the rule of law, but also for the peace and lasting stability of our continent.

Today, the threats may have taken different forms but the answer remains the same: democracy, human rights, rule of law and full respect of others.

The Council of Europe is unlikely to be able to solve all problems, but the Organisation has a moral and political authority, as well as unique mechanisms to make a very important contribution to their resolution. Therefore, let us use them, to guarantee the stability of our continent, based on freedom and rights.”

35.
Mr E. RINKĒVIČS (Latvia) made the following statement:

“As the presidency of the European Union, I also want particularly to thank you for the great co-operation we have had with you as Chairman-in-Office. 

Discussions at last year’s Ministerial Session took place not long after the occupation of Crimea – an unveiled violation of international law by the Russian Federation. Since then, the Committee of Ministers has adopted a number of decisions urging Russia to respect the territorial integrity of Ukraine and to fully implement the Minsk Agreements. The Ministers’ Deputies, as well as other Council of Europe bodies, have repeatedly highlighted the dire human rights situation of the Crimean Tatars, Ukrainians and other minorities in the peninsula, as well as Russia’s responsibility in this regard. We call upon the latter to honour its obligations undertaken when acceding to the Council of Europe.

I would also like to reiterate Latvia’s unfaltering support to Ukraine and its right to choose its own path. I sincerely welcome the Action Plan for Ukraine, along with all the Council’s wide-ranging activities that provide invaluable help to Ukraine in its reform process.

I voice Latvia’s support to Georgia and welcome the strong wording of the Ministers’ Deputies’ decision last week, including the condemnation of the partnership treaties between the Russian Federation and Abkhazia/South Ossetia. 

Both the Latvian EU Presidency and the Belgian Chairmanship of the Council of Europe have been significantly marked by the hate-fuelled attacks in Paris and Copenhagen. Terrorism, together with the issue of migration and the devastating calamities in the Mediterranean, constitute additional severe challenges for Europe at the moment. I applaud the Council’s timely and comprehensive action on the fight against violent extremism and radicalisation leading to terrorism. 

The Additional Protocol to the Council of Europe Convention on the Prevention on Terrorism is a huge step forward in the fight against the phenomenon of foreign terrorist fighters. I am proud to announce that Latvia plans to organise the opening for signature ceremony of the Additional Protocol in Riga.

I wish to emphasise, however, that attacks, such as the one on Charlie Hebdo, draw our attention not only to the threats of uncontrolled radicalisation, but also to the issue of the vulnerability of journalists. The gravity of the situation is underscored, inter alia, in the Secretary General’s latest report.

In this context, Latvia sincerely welcomes the Council’s recently launched Internet platform to protect journalism and promote the safety of journalists and we call upon the Council to resolutely continue its work in this sphere.

Finally, the role of the European Court of Human Rights in maintaining democracy and the rule of law in Europe cannot be underestimated. Effective execution of judgments at the national level and swift implementation of the Brussels Declaration, adopted during the Belgian Chairmanship, is of the essence; the same pertains to the accession process of the EU to the European Convention on Human Rights. I do believe that technical obstacles could and should be overcome in the said matter, especially in times like these, when strong unity/coherence in European values is more topical than ever.

And let me in conclusion wish all the best to the incoming chairmanship.”
36.
Mr I. KASOULIDES (Cyprus) made the following statement:

“Ι wish to congratulate Belgium for a successful chairmanship and best wishes to the next chairmanship of Bosnia and Herzegovina.

Given the challenges we are facing today, the Secretary General’s report provides a blueprint towards achieving democratic security in Europe.

As propagated in the report, democracies rarely go to war with each other, as championed by German philosopher Immanuel Kant in his essay Perpetual Peace, the basic parameters of which have stood the test of time.

I wish to express my satisfaction with the fact that the Secretary General has placed the need for a successful, democratic Neighbourhood Policy at the very heart of his report, and I wholeheartedly agree with his argument that we are only ever as secure as the States which surround us.

The Republic of Cyprus, which is situated in the turbulent region of the Eastern Mediterranean and has endured the consequences of the unresolved Cyprus problem, is well aware of the importance of a democratic neighbourhood. In this respect, I believe that our efforts for democratic consolidation must also embrace the reinforcement of synergies with third States, building on enhanced co-operation with Mediterranean partners such as Israel and Egypt, and joining forces in addressing common challenges such as extremism and radicalisation.

Terrorism is a scourge that seeks to undermine our way of life. In addition to the tragic and senseless loss of innocent lives, it has led to an upsurge of intolerance and xenophobia, threatening as such the very foundations of our societies. The Council of Europe has an essential role to play in the struggle against these phenomena which recycle terrorism.

One of the major tools in the Organisation’s arsenal is its legal framework for countering terrorism. Today, an important step has been taken with the adoption of the Additional Protocol to the Convention on the Prevention of Terrorism.

Finally, I wish to stress the need for all of us, irrespective of size or political clout, to support the Council’s endeavours. Securing the long-term effectiveness of the framework of the European Convention on Human Rights requires the full execution of the Court’s judgments.”

37.
Mr D. LIDINGTON (United Kingdom) made the following statement:

“Our continent gave to the world the very concept of democracy and the best arguments for a strong international system based on common values and a collective desire for stability. Yet there is now more than ever a need for us to reinforce our commitment to democratic security. 

We face complex challenges, not least the threat from violent extremism which has touched all of our countries. For the UK and its new government, now is a time for an uncompromising defence of our values – and you can be assured that any new domestic human rights legislation in the UK brought forward by this government will have values at its heart.  

It is doubly important that the rules-based international order focuses on what it does best – upholding our democratic values and creating the impetus for a collective response to mutual concerns. We do not choose democracy over security or security over democracy, but choose both in accordance with the wishes of our citizens.

I therefore welcome the Secretary General’s report and its focus on the importance of democratic values underpinning security in Europe and beyond. Much work has already been done this year. The Belgian Chairmanship’s leadership on tolerance and addressing hate speech, and the Council of Europe’s work on counter-radicalisation, including on foreign fighters, demonstrate the Council of Europe responding to the challenges we face today.   

The five pillars of democratic security set out in the report make clear the responsibilities of member States. I hope that the authorities in Ukraine and Georgia, and elsewhere in Europe, will step up their efforts to deliver the necessary internal reforms to reinforce their respective democratic security, which is so vital for sovereignty and regional stability. 

The Secretary General additionally calls on us to consider how the Council of Europe can support lasting stability, particularly in connection with the role played by successful democratic neighbours in reinforcing regional security. It is difficult to look beyond Ukraine and Georgia here too. Russia needs to recognise that these countries’ independence and territorial integrity should be respected and that they should be allowed to make their own sovereign decisions. We welcome diplomatic efforts that secured the ceasefire in Ukraine, and agreed the Minsk Package of Implementation Measures of 12 February. But we will judge success not just on words but on the actual implementation of the Agreement and the facts on the ground. 

As the Secretary General says, we are only as secure as the States which surround us. His call for stability must not be allowed to fall on deaf ears. We all share a responsibility for Europe’s democratic security. The UK will play fully its role in supporting those efforts.”

38.
Mr M. GIRO (Italy) made the following statement:
"I would like first of all to thank the Belgian Chairmanship for the work achieved and wish the incoming Chairmanship of Bosnia and Herzegovina a fruitful term of office. I would also like to thank the Secretary General for his report on the state of democracy, human rights and the rule of law in Europe.

The two priorities defined in the report can only have our total support: the judicial system and media freedom are two fundamental pillars of democratic societies.  I think that the risk of regressing in these fields is a concern for all of us and calls for our shared responsibility.

Some of the most important topics of this Ministerial Session relate to the threat of terrorism and violent extremism. Italy is particularly strongly committed within the international coalition against Daesh, which poses an extremely grave threat to all of us. We endorse and support the Council of Europe's renewed commitment against terrorism and violent extremism.

Italy supports the Action Plan and Political Declaration and has actively participated in discussion on the Additional Protocol we are adopting today.  In this connection, it is to be hoped that the Council of Europe's action can dovetail with the numerous initiatives implemented within other bodies, beginning with the United Nations, to combat extremism and radicalisation leading to terrorism. It is important not to equate terrorism with a religious faith; similarly, we welcome the efforts devoted to fostering intercultural and interreligious 
dialogue, which we consider very important. Equally justified in our eyes is the focus on the links between radicalisation and the Internet (which now makes it possible to convert and go off to fight jihad without meeting a single person), social networks, the prison environment (another very dangerous breeding ground) and also the universe of schools and, more broadly, the sphere of education, which should form part of our defences.

To respond to the menace of terrorism, which also strikes at Arab and Muslim countries and their populations, we must take a structured and co-ordinated approach, striving to encourage and consolidate the commitment and collaboration of the forces with a healthy and moderate outlook in those countries.  To that end, we back all efforts to promote development and political solutions for crises.

Accordingly, I would like to reiterate that Italy fully supports the Council of Europe's Neighbourhood Policy and its programmes, as well as the opportunities for political dialogue these engender.  For those reasons, it is our wish that, in the coming years, the Neighbourhood Policy can be funded from the Organisation's Ordinary Budget and not solely by voluntary contributions. 

The Mediterranean is a fundamental area for our prosperity and that of the neighbouring regions. Today it is the backdrop to an enormous humanitarian tragedy, which requires shared management. What I am talking about here is the growing influx of migrants, refugees and asylum seekers.

To close, I would like to mention the Ukrainian crisis, which can only have a political solution.  The current negotiations, following what is known as the “Normandy format”, appear to be effective and have the degree of flexibility required for a possible compromise solution.

Resolving this crisis requires not only a ceasefire and stabilisation but above all reforms of the country's internal structures, to get the economy back on its feet and redefine the political and institutional framework.  The Council of Europe has a vital contribution to make in this respect.  It will also be essential to be able to draw on detailed, authoritative opinions on constitutional reform, administrative decentralisation and the division of powers between the central institutions and those of local authorities.

One key factor for resolving the crisis is and continues to be the existence of constructive dialogue with Russia, which is what all the parties are striving for in the long term, in order to restore a climate of mutual trust.”
39.
Mr B.G. PEDERSEN (Norway) made the following statement:

“Today, shared responsibilities bring us together.

Shared responsibility to honour the memory of the victims and to ensure that Europe has learned its lessons from World War Two.  Never again war between European nations.  Never again gross violations of fundamental human rights and human dignity.

We must uphold the principles of international law, and confront the breaches of territorial integrity of our member States.  In Moldova and in Azerbaijan, there is a continued presence of foreign troops.  In Georgia, the illegal “borderisation” of the breakaway territories are hindering access for national authorities and international actors alike and, in Ukraine, Crimea has been illegally annexed by the Russian Federation.

Assisting Ukraine’s reform agenda remains a top priority for all of us.

The Council of Europe has demonstrated its ability to respond to complex challenges.  The crisis in Ukraine, the threat of terrorism and the erosion of fundamental freedoms.

As stated in the Secretary General’s annual report, societies which empower citizens, safeguard freedoms and keep proper checks on powers are much more likely to enjoy lasting peace.

We have the tools to protect human rights, democracy and the rule of law in Europe.  The Charter of the Council of Europe, the European Convention on Human Rights and the judgments of the Court.

Norway welcomes the strong mandate given to the Secretary General for his second five-year term.  We wholeheartedly support his objective to make the monitoring mechanisms more effective.  The gaps between our commitments and the reality on the ground are in some cases widening rather than narrowing.  We should work together to find new ways of closing these gaps, allowing civil society organisations to assist us.

We must be willing to address the issues arising when member States violate the fundamental rights and freedoms on which this Organisation is based.  Azerbaijan is a case in point and so is Russia.

Finally, allow me to express our greatest appreciation to our host Belgium for the impressive execution of your chairmanship.  We will warmly welcome and congratulate Bosnia and Herzegovina as our new chair and we look forward to co-operating in our joint efforts for a better and more secure Europe.”

40.
Mr M. ROTH (Germany) made the following statement:

“Dear Didier, on behalf of the German Federal Government, I would like to offer my sincere thanks to the Kingdom of Belgium for its committed chairmanship of the Committee of Ministers in the past six months.  

Human rights are being severely tested at the moment in Europe. Central elements of the European human rights protection system are being relativised or even called into question. My government therefore welcomes the fact that the high-level conference in Brussels called for strict compliance with the European Convention on Human Rights and reaffirmed the obligation of all Council of Europe member States to execute the judgments of the European Court of Human Rights. 

It is good that the Council of Europe is contributing to the fight against terrorism in Europe and beyond. However, the Council of Europe must above all take care to ensure strict compliance with the European Convention on Human Rights even in the fight against terrorism. 

Germany welcomes the report presented by Secretary General Jagland on “A shared responsibility for democratic security in Europe”. Truly democratic societies in which there is genuine political competition, freedom of opinion and of the press and a strong and independent justice system are indeed the best guarantee of lasting stability, prosperity and peace in Europe. 

The greatest threat to stability in Europe is still the Ukraine conflict. Germany, together with its friends and partners, will continue to press for a peaceful solution to this conflict, and we call once again on all parties to fully implement the Minsk Agreements. We are deeply concerned about the ongoing worsening of the human rights situation in Crimea, annexed by Russia in breach of international law. Germany emphatically welcomes the fact that the Council of Europe is doing its utmost to support the continued democratic stabilisation and efforts to strengthen the rule of law in Ukraine. 

Germany continues to view the situation in the Georgian territories of Abkhazia and South Ossetia with concern. Russia’s so-called alliance and integration treaties with these territories, which are integral parts of Georgia, are not a responsible approach and are incompatible with international law. Access to South Ossetia and Abkhazia must be guaranteed not only in Georgia, but also for Council of Europe bodies, to fulfil their convention obligations. The Geneva talks must be continued. A workable solution needs to be found for the people affected. 

The crisis zones I have mentioned show precisely how important it is for the Council of Europe to step up its efforts to ensure full respect for the European Convention on Human Rights in territories removed from the de facto control of the legitimate State authorities. It is precisely in these territories that the human rights situation is particularly vulnerable. All member States must support the Commissioner for Human Rights, the Secretary General and the Council of Europe’s monitoring bodies in their efforts to fulfil their mandate in these regions without restrictions. There must be no blind spots on the Council of Europe’s map of human rights protection.”
41.
Mr H. DESIR (France) made the following statement:
“My congratulations for your chairmanship and the remarkable organisation of today's meeting.  The agenda of this Ministerial Session is a fair reflection of the scale of the challenges facing the European continent today. Threats of terrorism, instability in the East as well as our Mediterranean neighbourhood, the need to manage migratory flows, the pressure that is built by frozen conflicts, each of them a measure of our collective task.  We can only tackle those challenges together, in a spirit of dialogue, consultation and solidarity. 

The Council of Europe, a marvellous tool for co-operation on the scale of the continent, uniting 47 States around shared values and principles, obviously has a key role to play in achieving this.  Its initial mission, to reinforce democracy, the rule of law and respect for human rights throughout the European continent is more relevant than ever today, given the crises, conflicts and wars it is confronted with today, both on the continent and in its neighbourhood.  And that is what the concept of democratic security is all about.  In this connection, I would like to thank the Secretary General, Thorbjørn Jagland, for presenting his second annual report, which perfectly sums up the challenges hanging over our continent, the Council of Europe and our societies in general, while identifying valuable action strategies to respond to them. The fight against radicalisation and the rise of violent extremism which form a breeding ground for terrorism call for collective and determined commitment. In the light of the attacks against France, Denmark, the thwarted attempted in Belgium, the number of foreign fighters and the means at the disposal of the groups recruiting them, there can be no doubt that the risk of terrorism is greater than ever and lasting action will be required against it.  Within the global response strategy needed, the Council of Europe obviously has a crucial role, as reiterated in the declaration we are adopting today and demonstrated by the excellent Action Plan drawn up by the Secretary General.

At the same time, our continent continues to be rocked by crises and conflicts that jeopardise peace and security.  I am obviously thinking of the Ukrainian crisis, which has had French diplomacy fully mobilised in search of a solution for over a year now. Despite the step forward achieved by the first meetings of the four technical working groups set up within the framework of the contact group under the auspices of the OSCE, tensions remain high and clashes continue, sometimes involving heavy arms in certain areas.

The situation of refugees and displaced persons and the state of human rights in Crimea are also particularly worrying.  We will continue, therefore, to push for the full implementation of the Minsk Agreements, because it is the only road map that can provide a lasting solution to the crisis, and also to support the action initiated by the Council of Europe to assist with the implementation of indispensable domestic reforms in Ukraine.

I am also thinking of the situation in Georgia, whose sovereignty and territorial integrity are being illegally jeopardised in the eyes of international law in Abkhazia and South Ossetia, two regions where it is crucial that the Council of Europe be granted access, so that it can report on the human rights situation there.

And we must not forget the conflicts in Nagorno-Karabakh and the situation in Transnistria, for which we must also continue to mobilise our efforts.

For all these crucial issues for peace and stability on our continent, the Council of Europe, with its universally recognised expertise and instruments, clearly has an essential role to play.

To conclude, I would like to thank Belgium once again for its remarkable chairmanship and wish the future Bosnian Chairmanship every success.”
42.
Mr D. MURPHY (Ireland) made the following statement:

“The Secretary General has set the scene for our debate, both with his remarks this morning and in his second annual report. The report makes for sober and disappointing reading. 

Let me say at the outset that this process – of surveying where we stand on the commitments we have made on human rights, democracy and the rule of law – is both worthwhile and essential. It helps to mobilise the political will we need to address problems. It also allows the alignment of the resources and assistance of the Council of Europe with the most urgent priorities.  Follow-up to these reports is absolutely vital. We commend the Secretary General for progress made in following up last year’s recommendations. 

We support targeted action in the five component pillars that build democratic security. Ireland is at one with the Secretary General in his emphasis on the need to address weak or inefficient judicial systems and in his concern at threats to deterioration in freedom of expression, including the threat to the safety of journalists.

You have linked the democratic security concept specifically with the Ukraine situation. There are indeed many elements to be tackled in Ukraine’s constitutional and governance arrangements. It is to the great credit of the Ukrainian authorities that they are facing up to the extensive reform agenda in very difficult circumstances.

There is much within the remit and experience of the Council of Europe that can be mobilised to assist. Some of this work is already under way, including the meticulous work of the International Advisory Panel. Our activity for the coming years is framed by the Action Plan for Ukraine, to which Ireland has been happy to provide some support.

But the hard security environment has to be improved, not as a precondition for progress on reform, but it is obvious that that work will proceed better in an atmosphere of peace, stability and trust. That is why we call for all sides to respect fully their ceasefire commitments and actively support the implementation of the 12 February Minsk Agreements.

Our agenda also mentions current crises and conflicts. Among these, I should like to make specific reference to the breakaway regions of Georgia, and to Ireland’s deep concern at continuing “borderisation” there and the lack of access for rights monitoring bodies, as well as the alliance treaties which for us have no legal standing.

Recourse to violence and the use of force can never be condoned; they make matters worse. That is why Ireland applauds the process that has led to the adoption today of the Additional Protocol on foreign terrorist fighters, as well as the Council of Europe Action Plan. And I am pleased to inform you that the legislative process to allow ratification by Ireland of the 2005 Convention should be completed in early June. 

The challenges are severe and daunting. But the Council of Europe provides the framework and has the instruments to tackle them systematically. The Secretary General is right to appeal now for a recommitment by all of us that human rights must remain a cornerstone of protection in Europe.”
43.
Mr I. YBÁŇEZ RUBIO (Spain) made the following statement:
“I would firstly like to pass on Spain's gratitude to the Belgian Chairmanship for the work achieved during the last six months, when, in addition to the challenges tackled by the Organisation over the years, events such as the terrorist attacks in Paris and Copenhagen or the Mediterranean crisis also required a response. 

I also wish to congratulate the Secretary General on his report on the state of democracy, human rights and the rule of law in Europe. 

With each day that passes, our societies are becoming more diverse, more open and better informed, with the result that the demands made of political leaders have considerably increased.  Far from being a cause for concern, this confirms that the work started up in the middle of last century continues to bear fruit.  We, 
the governments, must go on exercising the responsibility to govern – for which we were elected – while ensuring that lines of communication with civil society are constantly open. 

Spain intends to respond to the call made by the Secretary General in his report by reiterating its clear commitment to the European Convention on Human Rights.  We actively participated in the conferences held in Interlaken, Izmir, Brighton and Brussels and voiced our ideas on how to make the European human rights protection system more effective, with the emphasis on fairness, transparency and anticipation. 

Spain welcomes the Council of Europe's rapid response to the resurgence of terrorism in our pan-European area and fully subscribes to the Declaration and Action Plan on the fight against violent extremism and radicalisation leading to terrorism.  The reason why forums such as the Alliance of Civilisations or the King Abdullah Centre for intercultural and interreligious dialogue exist is to foster tolerance over hate speech, which is a starter culture for fanatical terrorism. My country will continue to work relentlessly to that end. 

Our recently amended Criminal Code is fully in line with the content of the Additional Protocol to the Convention on the Prevention of Terrorism, which we are adopting today and, we hope, might be opened for signature this year.  By experience, Spanish society knows that it is possible to stand against terrorism, to weaken it and even overcome it, if the determination of the political class is combined with the involvement of the judiciary and the firm will of civil society, on a platform of solidarity with victims and absolute lawfulness.  The voice of the victims is a powerful tool for stripping terrorism of any kind of legitimacy and demolishing all its pretexts.  It is essential to give the victims a voice and let people hear their words so that their testimony rings out against barbarity. 

Spain has experience of managing migratory influxes from West Africa.  Thousands of people have fallen victim to networks trafficking in human beings, as well as arms and drugs.  We cannot remain impassive before these abuses which violate human dignity.  So we are pleased to note that the Council of Europe sees possible solutions to this problem not only in fostering integration policies in our pan-European area, but also in strengthening the Organisation's Neighbourhood Policy. 

In this connection, Portugal's statement promoting the North-South Centre has my backing.

Finally, I wish to reiterate Spain's support for the Secretary General's efforts concerning the security crises in Europe and welcome his pragmatic approach to the contribution which this Organisation must make to the crisis in Ukraine and the human rights situation in Georgia and elsewhere in our pan-European area.  The primacy of law, respect for and promotion of human rights and also absolute respect for the principle of territorial integrity are key factors for consolidating an area of freedom and democratic security on our continent.”
44.
Ms A. BRASSEUR (President of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe) made the following statement:

“Since we met last year in Vienna, there has been nothing but bad news. To the conflict in Ukraine other priorities have to be added: the migration drama, the increase of violations of human rights, as well as the increase of hate speech and intolerance, not to mention the increase of tensions in “the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia” and the terrorist threats.

First, Ukraine. Over the last year, we have seen hostilities expanding in the east of Ukraine, the death toll rising, and the number of IDPs increasing. Under these circumstances, in January, the Parliamentary Assembly continued to restrict the voting and other rights of the Russian delegation. It did not take away the delegation’s credentials, so as to allow contacts and dialogue to continue. The Russian delegation, however, chose to withdraw from all contacts with the Assembly until the end of the year. This is regrettable, as it is only through dialogue that we can begin to find solutions. It is only through dialogue that we also can find a solution for Mrs Savchenko, one of our members of the Parliamentary Assembly who unfortunately can’t attend our sessions. 

The second issue is the migration drama.  We cannot paddle in our ponds in Europe and forget those drowning in the Mediterranean. Neither can we forget that Turkey now takes 2 million refugees from Iraq and Syria. No country alone can solve this mixed flow of migrants, asylum seekers and refugees. Governments have to stop defending their corners and show greater solidarity.

The third concern I want to express is a dangerous questioning and lack of respect for human rights in a number of member States. Detention and silencing of critics, restrictions on freedom of expression and the media, even talks of reintroduction of the death penalty, picking and choosing judgments of the European Court of Human Rights that member States feel happy with and, even more, bringing the fundamentals of the Convention system into question.

Finally, I want to comment on the worrying increase of intolerance and hate speech.

In January, we launched a no hate parliamentary alliance. I propose that the Council of Europe takes the initiative to ask all democratic political forces – despite their differences – civil society, as well as religious leaders, to join in one large movement to say NO to hate and intolerance. Hate and intolerance are undermining our democracies. And I want to thank the Belgian Chairmanship for all its initiatives in that sense and we really have to make even more efforts to say no to hate and intolerance.

The solidarity that came out of the ashes of the Second World War was what created the Council of Europe and then brought the citizens of central, eastern and western Europe together following the fall of the Berlin Wall.

Erosion of solidarity is perhaps one of the greatest challenges facing Europe. Without solidarity, everything our foremothers and forefathers fought for 70 years ago begins to unravel. And we just can’t allow this to happen.”

45.
Mr G. CIAMBA (Romania) made the following statement:

“Let me commend you for the excellent chairmanship-in-office you conducted, and I think it was action oriented and especially at the time when our continent is facing one of the worst crises since the end of the Cold War. We should be bound to handle it properly in order not to repeat the painful mistakes we have made in the past.

The situation in Ukraine is far from being settled. On the contrary, there is no sign that the illegal annexation of Crimea is being reversed, or that violence and separatism in Eastern Ukraine are clearly and unequivocally coming to an end. Thanks in particular to the efforts in the Normandy format, we see today on the ground a ceasefire, although a fragile one. The Minsk Agreements provided a framework in view of solving the conflict and therefore its provisions must be fully and swiftly implemented. Yet implementation remains dependent on the political will of all sides. There are renewed hopes for further steps in the right direction considering the encouraging outcomes of the meeting of the contact group held in Minsk on 6 May, where the parties reached an agreement on the working subgroups on security, political issues, refugees and humanitarian assistance and economic issues.

The overall regional picture is complicated with renewed pressure on Georgia recently. Further to the activities of borderisation that continue to raise barriers to free movement and impede the exercise of the fundamental rights of the people living in the areas affected by the 2008 conflict, we see now the conclusion of a series of alliances and integration treaties between the Russian Federation and the separatist regions of Abkhazia and South Ossetia.  More than that, we also see in the other country that is part of the eastern neighbourhood, the Republic of Moldova, a protracted conflict, as well as renewed pressure not to go in the direction of Europe. 
Against this background, Romania is convinced that we have to reaffirm our full support for the territorial integrity, sovereignty and independence of all member States of the Council of Europe, as well as for the importance of compliance with and full implementation of all commitments undertaken by the member States of our Organisation at the time of accession.

The current Action Plan for Ukraine represents a key element for the modernisation of the country and for reaching a long lasting settlement of the crisis in the East.  As a country that also contributed financially to these programmes, Romania wishes to commend the Secretary General for making use of the expertise of our Organisation in such an efficient manner. We commend Ukraine for its commitment to democratic reform even during such difficult times.

Let me conclude by mentioning that the other issue that is confronting us these days is the fight against terrorism and especially the issue related to foreign fighters. I would just like to mention that we should seriously consider the adoption of an international instrument, a treaty or a UN Security Council resolution, aiming at including the crime of terrorism within the jurisdiction of an international court to be set up – the international court against terrorism.

So let me conclude by wishing all the best to the incoming Bosnia and Herzegovina Chairmanship and once more thanking the Belgian Chairmanship for all the great work and the results achieved so far.”
46.
Ms K. TODOROVA (Bulgaria) made the following statement:
“Allow me to express our deep gratitude to the Chair, Minister Didier Reynders, and his team for their devoted work over the last six months.  I also wish to thank our hosts for their warm welcome in Brussels.

I would also like to voice my backing for the Secretary General's assessment, in his second report, that only an effective and independent judicial system, alongside legitimate and properly functioning institutions, can provide the foundations for any democratic society. Bulgaria fully subscribes to this notion, as demonstrated by my country's firm commitment to adopting and implementing an updated strategy for pursuing a lasting reform of the judicial system.

The international community is faced with a major challenge, a disproportionate danger of terrorist threats and acts. The tragic events in Brussels of last year and those in Paris and Copenhagen are tangible proof of that, but in substance it is social inequality that causes early-stage marginalisation, particularly of some of the most vulnerable layers of our societies, including migrants.

Bulgaria is firmly convinced that, in addition to security and response measures, the international community should focus more efforts on prevention and better educational measures. 

The response we would like to see would obviously comprise development programmes geared to the better and more effective implementation of social and economic rights.  When guaranteed in practice, those rights become a major factor in social cohesion, reinforcing democratic stability.  Consolidating social cohesion, through sustained social protection, is in itself a preventive strategy which reduces the risks of social confrontation and political upheaval threatening some societies.

The future Bulgarian Chairmanship of the Committee of Ministers will focus strongly on these issues and put its full weight behind making them priorities on our Organisation's agenda.  

Bulgaria supports the draft Declaration and Action Plan, and also the draft Additional Protocol to the Convention on the Prevention of Terrorism, as we are aware that the fight against terrorism requires complex measures at both national and international level.  We attach great importance to the Action Plan activities in the legal sphere, as well as to measures aimed at preventing and combating radicalisation through concrete actions in the spheres of education, prisons and the Internet.  It is vital that those measures are implemented in close, co-ordinated co-operation with the European Union and the other competent international organisations.

Bulgaria is deeply concerned by the conflict dragging on in eastern Ukraine, whose adverse effects have been felt throughout Europe.  Bulgaria calls on all the parties involved in the conflict to respect, strictly and in full, the commitments entered into under the Minsk Agreements. We have a shared duty to support multilateral efforts and actively contribute to them, including those of the Council of Europe, the OSCE and other international arenas. 

In conclusion, I would like to congratulate the incoming Chair of the Committee of Ministers, Minister Igor Crnadak, wishing him every success and assuring him of my country's full support.”
47.
Mr I. ŠRÁMEK (Czech Republic) made the following statement:

“I would like to thank the Secretary General for his report. We welcome both its timing and focus on the fundamental elements of democratic security, the essential pre-requisite of long-lasting peace. 

Given our historical experience, we have always been a strong advocate of respect for the freedom of expression, independent media and free access to information. One cannot over emphasise the importance of freedom of expression for democracy, the rule of law, social inclusion and economic development. The Czech Republic will continue to support civil society in promoting freedom of expression and advocacy against restrictive legislation shrinking the space for civil society. In this respect, we welcome the planned preparation of a three-year programme for the support of national mechanisms for the protection of journalists.

The economic crisis which is, hopefully, behind us, raised a number of questions for the protection of human rights. Austerity measures that can undermine social rights are still one of the main challenges. To ensure that such measures can be subject to independent expert scrutiny, a wider acceptance of the collective complaints procedure of the European Social Charter would be desirable.

The crisis has already led to an increase in social tensions and in the expression of xenophobic and discriminatory attitudes against vulnerable groups. We would be ready to share our experiences with addressing such problems.

We are very pleased to see that the Court has already reduced its backlog of manifestly ill-founded complaints. The shared responsibility for the effectiveness of the Convention system means that member States not only support the Court in its dealings with the remaining challenges but also take steps at the national level. 

Turning to the current political issues, we are increasingly concerned by the worsening security situation in the vicinity of the European Union and its wider neighbourhood. Starting with Ukraine, we support the peaceful resolution of the ongoing crisis with the full implementation of the Minsk Agreements and at the same time we have to continue our support to Ukraine for its sovereignty and its territorial integrity while stressing the need to perform necessary tangible reform steps. The Action Plan is a key reference point in this regard.

Let me reiterate that the Czech Republic supports the territorial integrity of Georgia and peaceful conflict resolution. We welcome the new positive signals of the Government of Georgia towards breakaway regions. We believe that now is the right moment to accelerate the engagement with these regions.

In conclusion, allow me to express our appreciation to you and the Belgian Chairmanship for the tremendous amount of work accomplished. I would also like to wish much success to the forthcoming Bosnia and Herzegovina Chairmanship.”
48.
Mr P. JAVORČÍK (Slovak Republic) made the following statement:

“Allow me to begin by saying thank you to the outgoing Belgian Chairmanship for the excellent work done during the last six months. 

Just some days ago, we all commemorated the 70th anniversary of the end of the Second World War. This unprecedented tragedy and suffering, which resulted in the loss of tens of millions lives on the European continent, is a sad reminder and imperative for all of us to promote peace, stability, respect for human rights, freedoms and democratic values. 

In this context, we would like to also express our appreciation to the Secretary General for his second report on the state of democracy, human rights and the rule of law in Europe, introducing five pillars of democratic security. Setting up parameters with clear criteria will help us all to identify priority areas for actions and programmes, both at European and national levels.

The beginning of this year was marked with terrible terrorist attacks in Paris, directed against one of the fundamental values which is the freedom of expression. We very much welcomed the swift response and reaction by the Council of Europe.  Today, we are adopting the Declaration and Action Plan on the fight against violent extremism and radicalisation leading to terrorism. We support the two objectives of the Action Plan, to reinforce the legal framework, but at the same time to prevent violent radicalisation through concrete measures in the public sector and on the Internet. The adoption of a new legally binding instrument, the Additional Protocol to the Council of Europe Convention on the Prevention of Terrorism, addressing the issue of foreign terrorist fighters, is a very timely and substantive contribution in the fight against terrorism. Its adoption has proved the strength of the Council of Europe in standard setting, which may be an inspiration not only in the pan-European format, but also globally.  

On 18 February 2015, the Government of the Slovak Republic adopted the National Strategy for the Protection and Promotion of Human Rights in the Slovak Republic, which is a breakthrough document, providing for a road map to the further strengthening and development of enjoyment of human rights in the Slovak Republic. The Strategy is a comprehensive document, adopted after a two-year inclusive process with the active participation of civil society and based on the contribution of a number of expert groups.

Improving the situation of the Roma minority has been a long-term priority for the Slovak Government.  In this context, we welcome the possibility for further dialogue with the Council of Europe bodies in this specific area and we are looking forward to a closer co-operation through the exchange of experience and good practice in promoting the integration of Roma communities. 

With regard to the situation in Ukraine, this crisis is unprecedented in Europe since the end of the Cold War era. All three pillars of the Council of Europe, human rights, democracy and the rule of law, are at stake. The Slovak Republic continues strongly to support a democratic and diplomatic solution of the crisis. The Minsk Agreements and the Memorandum are bases to resolve the crisis and must be implemented. The new military escalation is definitely not a way to resolve the conflict in South-Eastern Ukraine.  We call for the observance of the core principles of independence, sovereignty and territorial integrity of Ukraine within its internationally recognised borders. 

The Slovak Republic reiterates its full support for the sovereignty and territorial integrity of Georgia within its internationally recognised borders. 

Finally, I would like to use this opportunity to wish to Bosnia and Herzegovina a successful chairmanship in the Committee of Ministers and to reassure the delegation of Bosnia and Herzegovina of our utmost readiness for co-operation and support throughout the following six months.”

49.
Mr A. NOWAK-FAR (Poland) made the following statement:

“First of all, I would like to express my gratitude to the Government of Belgium for hosting the Session of the Committee of Ministers in Brussels. Let me also congratulate you on your successful chairmanship.  I wish Bosnia and Herzegovina every success in fulfilling its role of the forthcoming chairmanship.

Poland welcomes the second report of the Secretary General on the state of democracy, human rights and the rule of law in Europe, devoted to upholding and strengthening democratic security in Europe.

We share the view expressed in the report that human rights, democracy and the rule of law are the best safeguards of a long-term stability, security and peaceful development of societies.

The Council of Europe has a special and unique role to play in combating the worrying trends of radicalism, hatred and violence. As the Secretary General has mentioned in his report, democratic security is a shared responsibility of all member States of the Organisation.

Societies which empower their citizens, protect fundamental rights and freedoms, and allow civil society and human rights defenders to operate freely, are much more likely to enjoy long-term peace and development. Therefore we should commit ourselves to guarantee and enhance democratic security within our borders and, collectively, across the continent.

We wish to underline that strengthening democratic institutions, respect for human rights and tolerance within our neighbourhood, also contributes to the overall security and stability of our continent. Therefore, we should remain committed to developing the Council of Europe Neighbourhood Policy as a comprehensive tool to assist neighbouring countries in tackling their deficiencies with regard to human rights, democracy and the rule of law principles. Assistance offered to our neighbours, empowerment of their citizens and the advancement of human rights directly contribute to our own stability and security.  

Denial of legitimacy of any actions which undermine sovereignty, territorial integrity and independence of any State is our obligation.  In this context, Poland reaffirms its continuous commitment to maintaining the sovereignty, territorial integrity and independence of Ukraine and its support for its people in fulfilling the ambitious and comprehensive reform agenda. 
Our reinforcement of an indispensable democratic institutional framework and ensuring the effective protection of human rights can constitute a solid foundation for lasting peace and democratic security in Europe.
Let us provide the shoulders of giants for Europe to stand on.”

50.
CHAIR:

“So that is the last speaker for this morning.  I invite colleagues to go to the main stairs in the Palace for the family photo and then for lunch in the Galerie des Glaces.”
The morning session closed at 2.08 p.m.

*

*   *

The afternoon session started at 4.03 p.m.
51.
CHAIR:

“May I ask you to take your seats and we will continue with the morning session.  

The President of the Congress has just let me know that he will be leaving in a few minutes, therefore I have the pleasure of giving him the floor.” 

52.
Mr J.C. FRECON (Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of the Council of Europe) made the following statement:
“It is with great pleasure that I am taking part in this Ministerial Session today.  It is an opportunity for political exchange between local and regional authorities and national governments, an exchange which is one of the specific features of the Council of Europe. 

Your Session agenda features items to which the Congress makes a tangible contribution through its action at local and regional level, adding what I would call an additional dimension that is fully aligned with the Council of Europe's work. 

In particular, I am thinking of the fight against extremism and radicalisation leading to terrorism.  The Congress contributed to the drawing up of the Council of Europe Action Plan by preparing a strategy configured around three pillars to be implemented with the national governments, regions, cities and municipalities.  In March, we held an emergency debate on this topic at our 28th session and, following this, 
adopted a resolution and a recommendation, which will serve as guidelines for our forthcoming activities.  At present, we are considering organising a European Summit of Mayors against radicalisation.  The Congress is convinced that towns and cities have a leading role to play in this combat.  In response to the rise of violent extremism, we must mobilise all the players by developing the concept of “living better together”, fostering intercultural and interreligious dialogue, restoring confidence among our citizens and building more inclusive societies. 

We are co-organising an international forum on human rights at local and regional level next week with Graz city council and the province of Styria, which will enable us to identify practical means of raising awareness of human rights among elected representatives at grassroots level. 

Where the agenda item on Ukraine is concerned, among other things we have been engaged in post-monitoring dialogue in connection with the European Charter of Local Self-Government since May 2014, which is on the point of being concluded since, tomorrow, I will go in person to hand over to the Ukrainian authorities a road map implementing reform on decentralisation, a reform that is indispensable for the proper functioning of that country's institutions.

The exemplary political dialogue we currently enjoy with Ukraine in our post-monitoring work is also pursued with the governments of Georgia, Portugal, Bosnia and Herzegovina and, soon, Armenia. 

I would like to remind you that, as part of that policy, the Congress adopted a “partner for local democracy” status at the end of 2014, aimed at strengthening its links with neighbouring non-member States.  We hope that Morocco will soon be able to benefit from this status, in which Tunisia and Jordan have also expressed interest. 

Before concluding, I would like to thank Belgium, which exercised this chairmanship with great commitment, and you in particular, Mr Minister. 

Mr Chairman, I can assure you that the Congress will take an active role in the programme of events planned by the Bosnia and Herzegovina Chairmanship, as it has done during the previous chairmanships. On behalf of the Congress, I express our sincerest wishes of success to the Bosnian Chairmanship.”
53.
Mr N. MUIŽNIEKS (Commissioner for Human Rights) made the following statement:

“2014 was a very bad year for human rights and 2015 looks to be even worse. The crisis in and around Ukraine and the tragedies in the Mediterranean are leading to a growing death toll about which I have often spoken and about which I also spoke at lunch with the Ministers. Here I would like to focus on the necessity to uphold human rights while covering terrorism. 

All States have a duty to prevent and combat terrorism, but this cannot be done at the expense of human rights. Over the last 15 years, we have made many mistakes in the fight against terrorism. We violated human rights repeatedly while combating terrorism. We have engaged in arbitrary detention. We used interrogation techniques which amounted to torture. We engaged in ethnic and racial profiling, especially against Muslims. Mr Snowden revealed to us the extent of mass surveillance and the violations of the right to private life. He also revealed to us how weak democratic oversight of security structures in Europe often is. 

We have seen in recent months that there is a risk of repeating past mistakes in combating terrorism. I have intervened in a number of national debates to try to prevent these mistakes from being repeated. I want to give you some of the key messages that I have been giving in national contexts. 

First, go slow in adopting new counterterrorism legislation. Take time to consult with your national human rights structures, with independent experts and with NGOs. Ensure that your laws are of the highest quality, that they are precise so they are not arbitrarily applied afterwards. Include explicit references to human rights safeguards in your laws, especially the presumption of innocence. Maintain strong judicial oversight of surveillance measures. Ensure access to justice and effective remedies to victims of violations of human rights in the context of counterterrorism. If you are limiting the freedom of movement of foreign fighters who 
have returned to your countries, ensure that this is done in a proportionate way, that they have a right to appeal and that these limitations are time bound. Do not deprive people of their citizenship if this leads to statelessness. Be careful with dual nationals. Do not send the signal that their citizenship of a European country is a provisional one that can be revoked and that they are second-class citizens. This will only feed into their marginalisation and serve the cause of terrorists. New penal measures should be accompanied by preventive measures – interreligious dialogue addressing social exclusion, addressing radicalisation in prisons, and so on.

If you increase the budgets of your security services, increase the budgets of their overseers as well. Next month, I will be publishing an issue paper on democratic and effective oversight of security services. I hope this will be useful and I stand ready to assist the member States in upholding human rights while covering terrorism.” 

54.
Mr D. SPIELMANN (President of the European Court of Human Rights) made the following statement:
“Allow me first of all, Mr Chairman, Didier Reynders, to congratulate you on the very fruitful results of the Belgian Chairmanship of the Committee of Ministers which draws to an end today. I am particularly grateful that you have made the European Court of Human Rights a central focus of this chairmanship with a view to guaranteeing the effectiveness of the Convention system.

The events that have marked the last six months include, of course, the high-level conference you organised in Brussels.

This major event provided an opportunity for the players in the Convention system, and first and foremost the States Parties, to present a positive assessment of five years of reform since the Interlaken Conference and highlight the areas where efforts must be sustained or stepped up.  I was proud to be able to report on the excellent results achieved by the Court in recent years. In this connection, I have the pleasure of informing you today that the Court has succeeded in completely catching up the backlog of cases which were pending before its filtering section, namely the cases awaiting judgment by a single judge for more than a year.

If we have been able to take on this challenge, it has been largely thanks to the support of the member States which contributed to the special account created after the Brighton Conference or made lawyers available to us. Having brought the situation under control at the filtering level, the Court is already considering ways of fulfilling one of the wishes expressed in the Brussels Declaration, which relates to giving reasons for decisions taken by a single judge.

Another question I would like to broach with you today is the accession of the European Union to the Convention.  I was delighted to hear the very firm statement made at the Brussels Conference by Vice‑President Timmermans on behalf of the European Commission in favour of accession. We must do everything in our power to ensure that this ambitious project for human rights can rapidly see the light of day.  On this political question, the impetus you give, as Ministers, will be decisive, as the Commission pointed out this morning.

Your discussions today reflect the tragic headlines of recent months and the bloodshed in several European capitals.  It must not be forgotten that the Council of Europe has numerous tools for defending our continent's democratic values.  Above all, we must constantly bear in mind that the protection of human rights remains the indispensable foundation of any action against the threats of extremism and radicalisation. Remaining true to our principles is our strength and will be our victory over those who seek to destroy them.

But also in the news are the migrants who cross the seas in a bid to reach the shores of Europe. Each day, we are the powerless witnesses of new tragedies.  Already in 2012, in a case involving the interception of groups of refugees at sea, our Court held that it was impossible to leave them in legal limbo, even if in the middle of the sea.  At a time when this phenomenon of sea-bound migration is constantly growing as various crises flare up around the world, it is our responsibility to remember that these vulnerable individuals enjoy the guarantees enshrined in the Convention.”
55.
Ms A. RURKA (Conference of INGOs) made the following statement:
“Today I have chosen to talk about the role of the NGOs in combating extremism, for two reasons.  Firstly because the report drawn up by the Secretary General on the state of democracy, human rights and the rule of law in Europe places democratic security at the centre of our concerns and secondly because of his stated intention to involve civil society in activities included in the Action Plan to combat violent extremism and radicalisation leading to terrorism.

It cannot be denied that current times are marked by a decline in freedom for the sake of security. The fight against terrorism cannot be at the price of violating human rights. To vanquish terrorism, democracies must, on the contrary, become more pluralistic and constantly reinvent themselves.  

Civil society wishes most of all to be taken into account in the democratic governance process and live in a context where the fair redistribution of resources and high-quality public services are available to all.  That is the constant challenge never yet met.

Only yesterday, at a meeting with the NGOs in Brussels, I heard the fears expressed by young Muslims that they could be stigmatised and seen as a threat to national security in different European countries.  Do we respect the ethnic minorities characterised by a specific identity, the immigrant minorities that are referred to today as new minorities?  Do we capitalise on their skills and their contribution to the host culture?  Can we envisage national media campaigns focusing on these issues? 

If young people become radicalised, it is because they can no longer find their place within society.  It is ordinary young people who are leaving to fight jihad, young people who are looking for bearings and meaning, who feel outraged and revolt against injustice.  Do we have forums where these young people can express their dissent, areas where conflicts would be about giving structure rather than destruction? 

Extremism leading to hate crime, preceded by hate speech, is a sign of a non-pluralist society or country.  It is not only society that is becoming radicalised but political forces too.  Isaac Newton said that we build too many walls and not enough bridges.  This is an old issue that is still with us today. 

The NGOs provide governments with cutting-edge expertise but are also local players serving communities.  Stronger trust in the NGOs' know-how on the part of public authorities is an important component of an environment where skills transfer can thrive.  Partnership between the public and private non-profit sectors requires forums for consultation and joint decision-making.  The effective participation of civil society in the decision-making process is a key factor in success for any State claiming to be democratic.

Mr Chairman, Mr Secretary General, the Conference of INGOs, with its 320 INGOs enjoying participatory status, is ready to act alongside you to expand the margin of freedom that is shrinking today and build inclusive societies where dignity and respect for everyone's individual characteristics will be the watchwords.”
56.
Mr L. ZANNIER (OSCE Secretary General): 

The following speech was not delivered due to lack of time:

“The OSCE and the Council of Europe both work to realise a common objective for our continent: a Europe whole and free, where democracy, human rights and the rule of law prevail. This is the vision that binds us together in joint action. 

Yet in today’s Europe, a number of security challenges are undermining the achievement of this vision. As highlighted in the recent report of Secretary General Jagland, discrimination, extremism and the violation of fundamental rights are on the rise. These worrisome trends have been compounded by the ongoing crisis in and around Ukraine, which has exposed growing mistrust and deep divisions across the continent. 

As current security challenges equally affect the participating States of the OSCE and the member States of the Council of Europe, only joint responses can make a difference in tackling them.

However, as challenges to European security continue to evolve and new, complex threats emerge, our co‑operative relationship must become more dynamic. Building on our longstanding partnership, we must strengthen synergies and co-ordination in our common priority areas, which include addressing terrorism and human trafficking, promoting the rights of persons belonging to national minorities, and tolerance and non‑discrimination.

The crisis in and around Ukraine has called into question the fundamental principles of our security system. This is a defining moment for Euro-Atlantic and Eurasian security and also for the future of our respective organisations. Despite heated and polarised discussions among participating States, the OSCE has proved its effectiveness in crisis situations, putting its entire toolbox into action in an effort to de-escalate tensions and restore peace and stability. This is no small achievement. 

However, in concert with other international partners such as the Council of Europe, we can provide an even more valuable contribution in addressing the unfolding crisis and other urgent peace and security challenges.

It is imperative to explore opportunities for intensified co-operation both on the ground and at the strategic level, building upon the synergies that the Council of Europe and its Parliamentary Assembly have developed in Ukraine with the OSCE structures, ranging from dialogue facilitation and protection of minorities to electoral observation. 

The implementation of the non-military aspects of the package of measures for the implementation of the Minsk Agreements provides another opportunity for our organisations jointly to contribute towards lasting peace and stability in Ukraine.

I hope that the simultaneous chairmanships of the OSCE and the Council of Europe by Serbia and Bosnia and Herzegovina, as two neighbouring countries from the Western Balkans, will provide fresh impetus to our co-operation. Their initiative to hold joints events is most welcome and will certainly serve this purpose.

In conclusion, I would like to congratulate Belgium for its successful chairmanship of the Council of Europe and wish the incoming Chairmanship of Bosnia and Herzegovina all the best in its endeavours.”

57.
CHAIR:
“We have reached the end of the list of speakers and, if there is no-one who wishes to raise any matter under any other business, I would like just to say that we will distribute the document with the conclusions of the chairmanship in the light of our discussions. First of all, in line with our decisions of today, we refer to the political Declaration, the Action Plan and the Additional Protocol against radicalism, extremism and terrorism.  I am sure that it is quite important to insist on that and on the new Additional Protocol to fight against foreign terrorist fighters.  There are some conclusions on Ukraine, Georgia and Moldova. We refer to the situation in “the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia”, but also to the migration problems as we have seen a lot of evolutions in the last few weeks and months and many comments today.  At the end, we stress the common values of the Council of Europe.
We will now go to the more formal part of our agenda.”
Item 7: Transfer of the chairmanship between Belgium and Bosnia and Herzegovina
58.
OUTGOING CHAIR:

“If I may, I will say some words about the six months of the Belgian Chairmanship.

You have of course received a written report on the achievements of the Belgian Chairmanship of the Committee of Ministers and I have had the opportunity to raise a number of points this morning, so I will simply make a few additional remarks. 

Belgium has invested a great deal of effort in driving forward the democracy, rule of law and human rights agenda over the last six months. Yet the overview of the situation in Europe I sketched out at the beginning of our chairmanship has not fundamentally changed. The confidence of our societies has been shaken by the economic crisis.  Some of our citizens subscribe to extremist ideas and beliefs which challenge our fundamental values. The rise of populism, xenophobia and nationalism is worrying.  The annexation of Crimea and the continuing violence in Eastern Ukraine also remain a particular source of concern, at a time when tensions in Europe have not eased.

Indeed, the Secretary General's report emphasises the extent of the road yet to be travelled in order to ensure democratic security within the 47 member States.  Even so, in the last six months, and this morning too, we have been able to consolidate the instruments at our disposal for dealing with all these challenges, whether at the level of the member States, within the Committee of Ministers or at the level of the Court. 

We have also highlighted the importance of respecting the fundamental values that constitute the common platform uniting us in order to bring stability and cohesion to our societies.  For these goals to become a reality in the 47 member States, and for the 800 million citizens living there, there is a shared responsibility between the different institutions of the Council of Europe, the member States and the citizens themselves.  It is a commitment to conduct political dialogue respectfully and effectively.  It is also a concrete commitment to respect the rules of international law defined within this very Organisation.

Finally, it is also about respecting the decisions of the Council's institutions we have chosen to join.  This has been a leitmotif of the Belgian Chairmanship, emphasised in the title of the Secretary General's report.  Belgium has focused in particular on the rights of the most vulnerable in these six months.

There has been special emphasis on the higher interest of the child and the inclusion of people with disabilities.  We have also striven to improve the instruments that are vital to the implementation of our fundamental democratic principles, whether through the holding of credible elections or by capitalising on youth work.

Belgium has also invested huge efforts in the cultural sphere, as culture remains an important lever for sharing our fundamental values.  In this respect, the Namur Declaration made decisive steps towards drawing up a European heritage strategy.  A multitude of cultural activities have also highlighted the Council of Europe's work, publicising the efforts made at political level and notably during our chairmanship with the Brussels Declaration to enhance the effectiveness of the work of the European Court of Human Rights; the exhibition featuring Philippe Geluck's Le Chat and the Court will continue to tour for example, making a wide target audience aware of the Court's work and its fundamental importance.

To conclude, I would like to emphasise the excellent collaboration between the different entities that make up Belgium, which has enabled everyone to contribute to the success of this chairmanship and underline Belgium's diversity and its deep commitment to the values that unite us all within the Council of Europe.

So I wish to thank all my colleagues for this joint effort.  I would like to conclude by expressing special thanks to our chairmanship team in Strasbourg and Brussels which has worked tirelessly to prepare and then implement this chairmanship.  Without all its hard work, sometimes into the night, to lay down the groundwork for our meetings or handle the logistics, the chairmanship could not have achieved the results we have presented to you today and throughout the last six months.  They have spared no effort and today, in your presence, I would like to express my most heartfelt thanks to them. 

The work we have done in these last six months is far from being completed, and Belgium looks forward to pursuing it under the Chairmanship of Bosnia and Herzegovina and beyond.

The Belgian Chairmanship may be coming to an end, but our commitment certainly does not stop there.  In this respect, I am pleased to see a certain continuity between the respective Chairmanships of Belgian and Bosnia and Herzegovina, particularly with the emphasis on the role of young people, as well as other extremely important focal points that will serve as vectors for our joint efforts to create a continuous area in which democracy, human rights and the rule of law are a reality for 800 million European citizens.  I look forward to hearing my colleague set out these priorities in detail in a few moments; I wish him every success and assure him, as I did in Sarajevo last month, as his first visitor, of my full support.

I will now pass on the chairmanship to him in this time-honoured symbolic handing over of the keys, exactly to what it is not quite certain but that is the wonder of an institution that looks after human rights.  In all events, the chairmanship is now yours.
I will give the key to Igor. It is a pleasure to give you the floor for the chairmanship for the next six months.”

59.
INCOMING CHAIR:

“Didier, thank you very much for the kind words today, for the support coming from the very first days of the new government, a new Council of Ministers.  As you said, you were the first Minister to visit me in Sarajevo and I thank you for that as well.  I am sure that we will continue working together in the upcoming period as well.  Let me now present the priorities and of course a few comments at this stage.

Over seven decades ago, one man had a vision. He was a leader of the nation, firmly holding the torch of freedom in the midst of an enslaved continent. He shared his vision with his people, not as an act of desperation, but as an act of determination in desperate times. It was a vision of unified Europe, it was the vision of the Council of Europe. Over five decades after its inception – in 2002 – this vision finally came true for the citizens of my country. Some might say it came too late, but we say, to realise the vision of a unified Europe, standing firmly on the granite pillars of democracy, human rights, and the rule of law, can never be too late. 

Today and for the following six months, a small country in the highlands of the Balkans takes over the chairmanship of the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe. Today, for the first time in its history, Bosnia and Herzegovina takes over the captaincy of the Organisation stretching across the shores of three great oceans. We are humbled and honoured, but also determined and committed to fulfil our obligations to the best of our abilities. Although a relative newcomer to the Council of Europe who is taking over this challenging task from the founding nation of this Organisation and a seasoned veteran of the democratic rank and file, we promise to do nothing short of our very best to have our chairmanship remembered as one of success and lasting legacy. 

I would like to use this opportunity and congratulate our host, the Kingdom of Belgium, for the very successful chairmanship in the last six months, which coincided with possibly the greatest crises this generation of Europeans has had to face. We were impressed at how the Belgian Chairmanship sought compromise when little could be found, how they kept calm when tensions were high, how they maintained their focus when most were losing it. The performance of their diplomatic teams both in Brussels and Strasbourg were exemplary and something we can all learn from. 

I would also like to thank my colleague, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs of Belgium, Mr Didier Reynders, for his generosity in offering a helping hand and his valuable experience to Bosnia and Herzegovina in tackling the challenges ahead. His visit to Sarajevo was one of the first official visits I had since taking over the office of the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

One thing should also be stressed, and that is the quality of the relationship we had with the previous two chairmanships, that of Belgium and of Azerbaijan. The Troika was indeed a finely tuned machine.

As for the challenges mentioned above, this chairmanship will continue the efforts undertaken by our predecessors to contribute to the peaceful resolutions of the ongoing crises, which plague the continent and the region as a whole. 

Bosnia and Herzegovina will continue the work on the common priorities drawn up in co-ordination with the former Chairmanships of Azerbaijan and Belgium, and in that context, we will especially focus on the promotion and protection of human rights with special emphasis on the protection of the rights of vulnerable groups. 

Apart from those common priorities, we have set up the following main priorities of our chairmanship:

1.
Council of Europe Convention on Preventing and Combating Violence against Women and Domestic Violence (Istanbul Convention)

The subject of the protection and promotion of women’s rights, with particular emphasis on the issue of violence against women and domestic violence, is one of the central subjects of the Council of Europe. We are very proud to be the sixth country to have ratified the Istanbul Convention. As we assume the chairmanship, we are equally pleased that this convention has already finished its ratification phase and embarked on the implementation phase. 

Therefore, it is not surprising that Bosnia and Herzegovina will organise a high-level conference with the title “Monitoring of the implementation of Istanbul Convention – a common responsibility of governments and parliaments”. This conference will be an excellent opportunity to assess the results and exchange the experiences one year after the convention's entry into force. The conference will take place on 20 October in Sarajevo.

Considering the importance of this instrument, Bosnia and Herzegovina will seek methods to promote and assist efforts to spread the convention beyond the borders of the Council of Europe.

Finally, it is Bosnia and Herzegovina's great privilege to have the inaugural meeting of the GREVIO Committee, planned for September 2015, held under the auspices of our chairmanship.

2.
European Cultural Convention and the activities of the Council of Europe through the European Cinema Support Fund (Eurimages)
The European Cultural Convention is one of the oldest conventions of the Council of Europe, and its 60th anniversary coincides with the Chairmanship of Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

Considering the role of the Council of Europe in promoting European film as an important part of our common European identity, we have decided to include this topic on the list of our priorities.

In August 2015, Bosnia and Herzegovina will seek the opportunity to use the international media attention surrounding the Sarajevo Film Festival, which attracts international film and entertainment industry celebrities, and organise in close co-operation with EURIMAGES a high‑level conference on the subject of “The role of women in the European Film Industry”, thereby promoting further into the mainstream the work and the values of the Council of Europe. 

3.
Neighbourhood Partnership Policy
Bosnia and Herzegovina is committed to further intensification of the Neighbourhood Partnership Policy of the Council of Europe, particularly in the light of the Secretary General’s recent initiatives.

The fundamental values upheld by our Organisation are being challenged by the despicable acts of terrorism which recently occurred in Europe and its neighbourhood, by the civil wars and revolutions following the Arab Spring, as well as by the tragic deaths in the Mediterranean Sea that we are witnessing almost every single week.

I will quote my predecessor, the Deputy Prime Minister of Belgium, Mr Reynders, who said during his address to the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe on 24 April 2015, “The cradle of civilisation and of our democracy must not be allowed to become the cemetery of those who aspire to become part of that civilisation. We must act.”

And act we should. But how can we help? I believe that the Council of Europe has a rich arsenal of important international conventions and standardised methods of highly successful implementation covering almost every aspect of democratic society. We need to use it, we need to promote it way beyond the borders of Europe. That is why this partnership is so important. This partnership should proceed on a voluntary basis and be a partnership of equals. We should be open to share our knowledge and experience to those neighbours who are willing to work together. 

This is important for our security, prosperity and peace, as much as it is important for our neighbours. The challenges we face today are not contained by international borders. We are all in the same boat, and let it not be a crippling barque doomed to sink in the middle of the dark night. Let it be an arc of hope, common values and shared dreams.

Therefore, after consultations with the Kingdom of Morocco, the Chairmanship of Bosnia and Herzegovina has decided, in the true spirit of a Partnership of Equals, to organise in October, in Morocco, a conference on the Neighbourhood Partnership Policy of the Council of Europe. The working title of the conference will be “Neighbourhood Partnership Policy of the Council of Europe – a very important tool to face current threats”.

We consider that the conference will send an important political message necessary to all in this delicate momentum. 

4.
Intercultural dialogue
Another important feature of the Bosnia and Herzegovina Chairmanship of the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe is intercultural dialogue. This item was also among the common priorities of the Troika chairmanship (with Belgium and Azerbaijan). Furthermore, during its chairmanship, Bosnia and Herzegovina will organise a “High-level Conference on the religious dimension of intercultural dialogue” on 8 and 9 September 2015, in Sarajevo.

The working title of the conference will be “Building inclusive societies together”. The conference will address the need to work together to prevent radicalisation and extremism and will seek to identify innovative and successful ways towards the prevention of these threats. 

During its chairmanship, Bosnia and Herzegovina, in close co-operation with the Secretary General of the Council of Europe, will seek the best possible ways of implementing the Action Plan against terrorism that we adopted today. 

5.
Other subjects
Other subjects of Bosnia and Herzegovina's Chairmanship reflected in our programme are social inclusion of youth, with particular attention to youth from the endangered categories of society; efficiency of the judiciary; rights and access to education; cybercrime; strategic development of higher education and qualification standards; and promotion of the Council of Europe's No Hate Speech Campaign.

Considering that the Chairmanship of Bosnia and Herzegovina of the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe coincides with the Chairmanship of Serbia of the OSCE, intensive discussions have been launched to exploit this opportunity and raise the level of the co-operation between the two organisations. The character and the nature of the joint activities will be determined shortly.  We also had an important meeting on this today.

The Bosnia and Herzegovina Chairmanship will also continue to support the reform of the Council of Europe, as stated by the Secretary General, in order to make the Organisation more effective. 

We particularly value the work of the Commissioner for Human Rights, whose suggestions, advice and needs will always be at the very centre of our attention.

To conclude, as I mentioned before, we will do our utmost to have a memorable chairmanship with a lasting legacy. We will continue the work on strengthening all three pillars of the Council of Europe as has been our government's standard practice ever since we joined this Organisation. 

We will look to improve the methods of further strengthening Council of Europe's toolbox of conventions and different advisory bodies, particularly those which transcend the borders of our Organisation. 

We will always be ready to receive advice and criticism in order to improve ourselves and our chairmanship. This will be a very valuable experience for us and we will seek to make the most of it. 

I thank you for your attention.
If no-one wishes to comment, we can now move to item 8, the last item on our agenda.”

Item 8: Date and venue of the next Session

60.
CHAIR:

“The handover of the chairmanship from Bosnia and Herzegovina to Bulgaria will take place in Strasbourg on 10 November 2015 and our next Session will be held next May at a date to be decided. 

I think we can all agree on this.

I thank you and declare the 125th Ministerial Session closed.”
The Session closed at 4.41 p.m.
The following statements were submitted for inclusion in the Minutes:
Ms G. RENNEL (Estonia):

“I would like to focus today on our common values enshrined in the Statute of the Council of Europe. Let us recall that the Council of Europe was formed to achieve greater unity between its member States for the purpose of safeguarding and realising common ideals and principles. Using direct military force or hidden means of warfare for the purpose of aggression are not part of the values and principles dear to us.  On the contrary, the occupation or acquisition of a sovereign territory by another State must be condemned in the strictest terms. This is also clearly pointed out in the Secretary General’s recent report.

The report also aptly reminds us that the current crisis is actually a crisis of values which could have been avoided if each and every member State had honoured their commitments and obligations undertaken upon joining the Council of Europe. It is more than regretful that one of the member States has redrawn international borders unilaterally and through force. This act of violence has caused a lot of pain and suffering. The aggression has resulted in a tragic war. Thousands of people have lost their lives and many more have been forced to leave their homes. But, the annexation of Crimea in 2014 and subsequent military activities in South-East Ukraine are unfortunately part of a longer chain of events. 

Since 2008, when Georgia came under military attack by the Russian Federation, the use of force leading to the occupation of neighbouring sovereign States has become an unfortunate practice in the area of the Council of Europe. This has led to the creation of black holes beyond the reach of international human rights monitoring mechanisms where grave violations of human rights and minority rights occur on a regular basis. 

Unfortunately the situation in Georgia has deteriorated within the last few months. The so-called treaties signed by the Russian Federation with the occupied regions of Georgia only undermine the efforts to return to the stable path of development. These treaties envisage policies and standards that suggest further possible breaches of international law and order. 

Now turning to Ukraine, we have to admit that the situation there is alarming, to say the least. It is clear that weapons and violence will not bring peace and stability.  A sustainable political solution can only be based on the principles of the peaceful settlement, the full respect of Ukraine’s independence, sovereignty and territorial integrity within its internationally recognised borders and the protection of human rights. We call upon all parties concerned to strictly respect the Minsk Agreements and to take the necessary further steps for their swift implementation. 

We welcome the particular focus in the Secretary General’s report on the freedom of expression. This right is an enabler of many other rights and should be at the very core of the Council of Europe activities. The effective protection of freedom of expression on the Internet requires the protection of the Internet eco-system which is open, free and secure. It is vital to base this on the broader platform of Internet governance which offers a basis for defending human rights online, including concepts such as cybercrime or protection of privacy. The Council of Europe has various instruments in this regard and we should make the most of them. 

Today we have to look beyond current challenges to be better prepared for the future. In this context, while keeping our eyes on the horizon, let me highlight the importance of the digital society. There are many angles to approach the topic, but I am certain that most of us agree that over time digital technology and the Internet will become ever more prominent players in shaping the world of tomorrow. 

The World Bank governance indicators have shown that there is a clear correlation between economic growth and different freedoms. The Internet allows for effective access to information, knowledge and skills, contributes to innovation and enables wider political participation. The latter has also been underlined in the report. Developing new restrictions on the Internet basically means limiting these perspectives dramatically. It is the free, open and democratic nature of the Internet that has made it a driving force of progress towards 
development in its various forms. Therefore it is absolutely crucial to protect and strengthen the freedoms both offline and online. Roughly half of the world’s Internet users have encountered restrictive measures being imposed on their net activities by various authorities. Manipulations with information flow and restrictions have also been prominent features of the Ukrainian-Russian conflict. 

The expansionist policies of the Russian Federation have highlighted the importance of protecting our common values more than ever. Even though the rule of law, democracy and fundamental freedoms seem to be mere words without actual content for some member States, I believe they are strong guiding principles for the rest of us, not least my own country. 

Finally, allow me to thank you and the entire Belgian team for your substantial and effective work. I also wish Minister Crnadak and his team every success in the coming six months.”

Mr I. ASTERIADIS (Greece):

“In the introductory remarks in his most recent annual report on the state of democracy, the Secretary General of the Council of Europe, Mr T. Jagland, claimed rightly that “the two biggest threats facing Europe today are the surge in extremist violence and the need for democratic security”. However, it would be dangerously wrong to complacently claim that we can fend off these threats. To put it bluntly: we cannot. But, we can embark upon something else; we can attempt to clarify our choices. And these choices thrive by virtue of the competencies of our Organisation in the fields of the rule of law, democracy and human rights. 

It follow that this clarification of choices entails and presupposes a solid and realistic process of decision making, where consensus hinges on common action and not on abandonment of beliefs, principles, values and policies in search of something in which no-one believes but to which no-one objects. Therefore, our will shall be steadfast and pragmatic, so as to reach out to people, identify their everyday problems, find the right answers and transform them into concrete actions and initiatives. We have to be deciders not ditherers, by building upon our acquired expertise and standards, by fostering synergies and avoiding unnecessary duplication, working together for the creation of a long-awaited common space of human values.

That being said, it is of utmost importance to reflect carefully upon the choices that we are about to make. In this vein, we will not delve at this moment into an endless list of potentially fruitful fields of action for the Council of Europe. We will focus; because we consider today’s Session at this level as a workshop, not a talking shop. And we will focus on the two main threats, namely extremism and the lack of democratic security. 

Concerning the surge in extremist violence, recent tragic phenomena of terrorism, general incidences of intolerance and hate, we would like to underline that the Greek Government and Greek society, as a whole, consider every single incident of extremism not only as an individual criminal act and an unacceptable insult to human dignity, but also as a wider direct threat to our democratic principles and institutions, our human rights values and social peace, cohesion and solidarity. 
This is why we, not least my country despite its economic plight and its geographic position at the external border of European Union, shall strive vigorously and diligently through the necessary legislative and informative action to combat racism, xenophobia and hate speech, especially against migrants, irrespective of their status, in order to solidify free, non-discriminatory and democratic societies. 

In parallel, we shall pursue a civilian and holistic approach addressing counter-terrorism globally on the basis of criminal justice and the rule of law, while protecting human rights. That being said, the legal framework shall be further enhanced to strengthen action against terrorism, promote measures against radicalisation in education, prisons and on the Internet, harvesting precisely the acquis of this Organisation on those issues. After all, we shall not forget that terrorism’s unique impact lies in the element of surprise. And when it strikes, it instantly undermines all the numerous, promising measures that we have taken thus far. 

Therefore we can never obtain a “successful” lasting approach, but realistically speaking only a “comprehensive”, adapting one. So, we have to be proactive to the greatest possible extent and not forget that the nexus for implementing every comprehensive counter-terrorism approach lies in linking security and development. And by development we refer to the promotion of peaceful societies, through collective actions devoid of prejudice and discrimination and also to the promotion of common values based on the spirit of long-term commitment.

With regard to the notion of democratic security, we wish to put particular emphasis on the Secretary General’s observation in his report, that “in Europe we are only ever as secure as the States which surround us”. Indeed, in view of my country’s geographic position that observation acquires a quite complicated dynamic, with manifold ramifications. It is self-evident that this dynamic has to be always in the crosshair of the action taken by this Organisation’s pertinent mechanisms and be dealt with a long-term vision, by utilising all the tools of a democratically functioning society against corruption, justice’s impartiality and the rule of law. At the same time, we should not be reticent to admit that one of the said ramifications, namely the thorny issue of immigration, possesses a supra-neighbourhood, erga omnes effect, in the sense that it surpasses the borders of my country or the southern European region and thus constitutes a challenge for all European countries. 

It is worth keeping in mind that the total coastline of Greece (mainland and islands) surpasses by two to one the total coastline of the whole African continent. In this respect, all members of this Organisation, including the non-EU members, can take appropriate measures to address the needs of people originating from other parts of the world (Asia and Africa), by improving their national asylum systems and by fully complying with the Geneva Convention. The efforts of the Council of Europe’s Parliamentary Assembly, through its recommendations and reports on the issue, have been painstaking, but they have to be accompanied by tangible initiatives and face the constantly deteriorating reality.

As an epilogue, I would like to congratulate the outgoing chairmanship and to wish the incoming chairmanship of the Committee of Ministers every success and the best of outcomes to this demanding task, to the benefit of the future work of the Committee of Ministers and ultimately of the Council of Europe. After all, we shall not forget that we do not have commitments because we are involved. We are involved because we have commitments.”  

Mr M. BÖRLIN (Switzerland):

“This month, exactly 70 years ago, we saw the end of the last major episode of violence and war on our continent.  In the course of six years of warfare, millions of lives had been sacrificed and the existence of millions of people destroyed. 

Today, it is clear that peace and security on our continent are not everlasting and are jeopardised in all societies by terrorism and violent extremism.  At the same time, the conflict in Ukraine confronts us with the kind of tensions that we thought had been vanquished and now threatens peace and security in Europe.

The terrorist attacks in Paris were a reminder to us that violent extremism and radicalisation are among the main challenges of our time.  Terrorism is an attack on our values, the values defended by the countries united within this Organisation.  It is important, therefore, to be able to adopt the text of an Additional Protocol to the Convention on the Prevention of Terrorism today.

Switzerland is unrelentingly committed to combating violent extremism by reinforcing its legislation and through prevention efforts.  Switzerland intends to launch the convention ratification and protocol signature processes very shortly.

Combating violent extremism calls for a broad response from society.  We must build solutions for those who are vulnerable to radicalisation, we must open up prospects for them.  We must give young people a feeling of belonging, a goal in life; we must give them responsibility for the future of the society that is theirs. 

This is what Switzerland is doing, including by giving its support, alongside others, to the Global Community Engagement and Resilience Fund (GCERF), a Geneva-based international fund which works to create prospects and jobs for young people in countries like Mali, Bangladesh or Nigeria. 

To prevent terrorism, we also need an education system geared to the needs of young people and the businesses that provide jobs.  In this respect, the Swiss system based on dual training in schools and companies has a proven track record and is a good example of how to involve all the fringes of society in a common project for the future. 

It is only by combating violent extremism at the roots, not just by promoting respect for our common values but also by using the immense potential that is in every human being, that we will overcome it and make our world and our continent a stronger and safer place. 

Peace and security in Europe have also been called into question by tensions in Ukraine since 2014. 

Switzerland, which chaired the Organisation for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) last year, is involved in international efforts to resolve the conflict by political means.  We are backing the peace efforts deployed by the OSCE, by providing experts and contributing substantial financial and human resources to its special monitoring mission (SMM).  We also support the activities of the Panel of Experts on European Security.

Switzerland is also supporting the Council of Europe's efforts in Ukraine in connection with the Action Plan for 2015-2017, particularly regarding decentralisation and local self-government. 

On a bilateral basis, Switzerland also sent a humanitarian aid convoy a few days ago that will enable 3.5 million people to once again have drinking water in the Donetsk region, on both sides of the contact line. 

Switzerland calls on all the parties to strengthen through dialogue their commitment to resolving the crisis in Ukraine.  This is imperative, first and foremost for all the men, women and children directly affected by the conflict, which has already gone on for far too long.  It is also imperative for consolidating peace and security on our continent.  Using force to settle differences must be made a thing of the past. 

Switzerland wishes to thank your country, Belgium, for its chairmanship of the Council of Europe which comes to an end today and wishes Bosnia and Herzegovina every success in its chairmanship.”
Mr T. HAAK (Sweden):

“The founders of the Council of Europe where – and I quote from its Statute – “convinced that the pursuit of peace based upon justice and international co-operation is vital for the preservation of human society and civilisation”. 

This is the very essence of the values to which we have all subscribed. And still, we have to recognise that those values are being challenged. We meet at a time when we witness acts of aggression and breaches of international law, and of the fundamental principles of this Organisation. As reported by the Secretary General, respect for human rights is declining, and those who defend them are being threatened.

To us, three points are essential: 

First, we need to continue to defend the values as we have collectively formulated them. We need to continue to push for strengthening the fundamentals, not least with regard to gender and LGBTI rights. 

The Council of Europe is the organisation for this job. It is the human rights organisation in Europe, at pan-European level, and remains as such a cornerstone in the European security order.

Second, in practical work, we need to further build on the great progress that to date has been made in developing Council of Europe assistance programmes for member States. 

This is essential to succesfully promote values and respect for rule of law standards, but also essential to help prevent overburdening of the institutions, notably the Court. We are on the right track here. The substantial funds provided to the Council of Europe by the EU to this end is a confirmation. Sweden will nationally contribute significantly to this objective.

Third, Russian violations of Ukraine's sovereignty and territorial integrity must stop. Its illegal annexation of parts of the Ukrainian territory is unacceptable and must be reversed. The Minsk Agreements must be fully implemented. 

In the breakaway regions of Georgia, another deplorable step by Russia was recently taken through the signing of the so-called treaties with Abkhazia and South Ossetia, documents which have no legal standing whatsoever.

Thus, we welcome the clearly formulated decisions by the Committee of Ministers on 15 April and 12 May with regard to Ukraine and Georgia.

But we also want to underlign that the door for dialogue with Russia within the Council of Europe remains open, as it does in other fora to foster contacts and understanding of values between our socities and peoples.”
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Programme/Agenda
Monday 18 May 2015

8.15 p.m :
Informal dinner restricted to Ministers at the invitation of the Chairman of the Committee of Ministers (Galerie des Glaces)
Tuesday 19 May 2015

10.30 a.m.: 
Formal Session

(Salle Europe)
1.
Adoption of the agenda
2.
A shared responsibility for democratic security in Europe

a. Report by the Secretary General on the state of democracy, human rights and the rule of law in Europe

b. The fight against violent extremism and radicalisation leading to terrorism

c. The Council of Europe’s role in response to the current crises and conflicts in Europe

d. The Council of Europe contribution to democratic security in Ukraine

3.
Securing the long-term effectiveness of the system of the European Convention on Human Rights

4.
Co-operation with the European Union

5.
Council of Europe policy towards neighbouring regions
6.
Other business
1.15 p.m.:

End of the morning session

 

Official photo for participants in the informal working lunch



(Escalier d’honneur)
1.30 p.m.:
Informal working lunch restricted to Ministers at the invitation of the outgoing chair on a topical subject: “Human rights and democracy, a pillar of stability”

(Galerie des Glaces)
Parallel lunch for the other participants at the invitation of the Deputy Secretary General (Bibliothèque)

3 p.m.:

Press briefing

3.30 p.m.:
Resumption of the Session: transfer of the chairmanship between Belgium and Bosnia and Herzegovina

-
Report by the Belgian Chairmanship


-
Priorities of the Bosnia and Herzegovina Chairmanship



Date and venue of the next Session
4 p.m.:

End of the Ministerial Session
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Decisions adopted

Item 1

Adoption of the agenda

Decision
The Committee of Ministers adopted the agenda of the 125th Session.
Item 2
A shared responsibility for democratic security in Europe 

a. 
Report by the Secretary General on the state of democracy, human rights and the rule of law in Europe

b. 
The fight against violent extremism and radicalisation leading to terrorism

c. 
The Council of Europe’s role in response to the current crises and conflicts in Europe

d.
The Council of Europe contribution to democratic security in Ukraine

Decisions
The Committee of Ministers, 

Concerning the report by the Secretary General on the state of democracy, human rights and the rule of law in Europe,
1.
expressed its appreciation to the Secretary General for his second report on the state of democracy, human rights and the rule of law in Europe, which highlights a number of challenges to democratic security on the continent;

2.
tasked the Ministers’ Deputies to ensure appropriate follow-up to the report;

3.
took note of the Secretary General’s progress report on the implementation of the recommendations made in his first report on the state of democracy, human rights and the rule of law in Europe (SG/Inf(2015)20);

Concerning the fight against violent extremism and radicalisation leading to terrorism,
4.
adopted the Declaration and Action Plan on the fight against violent extremism and radicalisation leading to terrorism (CM(2015)74-final and CM(2015)74-addfinal);

5.
adopted the Additional Protocol to the European Convention on the Prevention of Terrorism, as it appears in Appendix 3 to the Minutes, and took note of its Explanatory Report, as it appears in document CM(2015)61-add;

Concerning the Council of Europe’s role in response to the current crises and conflicts in Europe,

6.
took note of the consolidated report on the conflict in Georgia (November 2014 – March 2015) of the Secretary General (SG/Inf(2015)18).
Item 3

Securing the long-term effectiveness of the supervisory mechanism of the European Convention on Human Rights
Decisions
The Committee of Ministers

1.
welcomed the very encouraging results achieved to date by all relevant stakeholders in the framework of the reform of the Convention system, through the implementation of the Interlaken, Izmir and Brighton Declarations, and reaffirmed the principles set out in these declarations;

2.
welcomed, in particular, the measures taken by the Court to further increase the effectiveness of its work and the swift implementation of Protocol No. 14, and the resulting in a substantial decrease in the number of pending cases;

3.
noted, however, the current challenges, among them the backlog of potentially admissible and well‑founded cases pending before the Court, the repetitive applications resulting from non‑execution of Court’s judgments, as well as the increasing workload of the Committee of Ministers in its function of supervision of the execution of judgments;
4.
endorsed the declaration unanimously adopted on the occasion of the High-level Conference on “The implementation of the European Convention on Human Rights, our shared responsibility”, which took place in Brussels on 26 and 27 March 2015, and commended the Belgian authorities for this initiative;

5.
expressed its determination to implement, as a priority, the Brussels Declaration and instructed its Deputies to steer this process;

6.
invited the States Parties, the Court and the Secretary General to implement the part of the Brussels Declaration which concerns them directly, to co-operate when relevant, and to inform the Committee of Ministers of the progress made in this respect by 30 June 2016;

7.
in this context, invited the States Parties in particular to:

i)
continue and intensify their efforts to implement the Convention at domestic level and to fully execute the Court’s judgments, giving particular attention to structural and systemic problems generating repetitive applications to the Court;

ii)
fully take advantage of the expertise the Council of Europe can provide for more effective implementation of the Convention at the national level through targeted co-operation projects, addressing in particular the structural problems identified by the Court’s judgments;

iii)
in the light of the Brussels Action Plan, adopt possible new measures to improve their judgment execution process and to provide the Committee of Ministers with information on this subject before 30 June 2016;

iv)
examine, together with the Department for the Execution of Judgments, all their pending cases, identify those that can be closed and the remaining major problems and, on the basis of this analysis, work towards progressively absorbing the backlog of pending cases;

v)
consider the secondment of national judges or officials to the Department for the Execution of Judgments;

8.
invited the Secretary General to make proposals in the context of the preparation for the 2016-2017 budget biennium for an increase in the resources of the Department for the Execution of Judgments in order to allow it to fulfil its primary role, including its advisory functions, and to ensure co-operation and bilateral dialogue with the States Parties, in particular by providing for more permanent personnel whose expertise would cover the national legal systems;

9.
instructed its Deputies to:

i)
take stock of the implementation of, and make an inventory of good practices relating to, Recommendation CM/Rec(2008)2 on efficient domestic capacity for rapid execution of judgments of the European Court of Human Rights and, if appropriate, provide for updating the recommendation in the light of practices developed by the States Parties;

ii)
explore possibilities, in the light of the Brussels Declaration, to further increase the efficiency of the supervision process, including the Human Rights meetings;

iii)
examine the results of the work currently carried out by the Steering Committee for Human Rights (CDDH) as a follow-up to the Brighton Declaration on the longer term future of the Convention system, once these are available in December 2015;

iv
take steps to encourage all intergovernmental committees of the Council of Europe to take the pertinent aspects of the Convention into consideration in their thematic work;

10.
called on those States Parties to the Convention which have not yet done so to sign and ratify Protocol No. 15 amending the Convention as soon as possible and to consider signing and ratifying Protocol No. 16;

11.
welcomed the contributions made by States Parties to the special account set up by the Secretary General to allow the Court to deal with the backlog of all well-founded cases and to the Human Rights Trust Fund, while encouraging further contributions;

12.
welcomed the continued practice of secondments of national judges and high-level lawyers, independent from any external influence, to the Court’s Registry and encouraged States Parties to pursue their efforts in this respect as well as to promote study visits and traineeships at the Court for judges, lawyers and national officials;

13.
invited the Secretary General to:

i)
enhance further synergies within the Council of Europe in order that all the relevant stakeholders take into account to a larger extent issues relating to the execution of judgments in their programmes and co‑operation activities;

ii)
evaluate the Council of Europe co-operation and assistance activities relating to the implementation of the Convention so as to achieve a more targeted and institutionalised co‑operation;

iii)
continue, on a case-by-case basis, to use his/her authority to facilitate and support the execution of judgments raising complex or sensitive issues at the national level;

14.
agreed to strengthen the Council of Europe’s European Programme for Human Rights Education for Legal Professionals (HELP) as a pan-European training platform assisting all member States in their action for effective integration of the Convention into the domestic legal and judicial training;

15.
agreed to involve, where appropriate, civil society and national human rights institutions in the implementation of the Brussels Action Plan;

16.
instructed its Deputies to continue to give priority to the reform process and to report to it at the next Session on the measures taken.

Item 4

Co-operation with the European Union 
Decision
The Committee of Ministers took note with satisfaction of the increase in co-operation between the Council of Europe and the European Union, as reflected in document CM(2015)66-final.
Item 5
The policy of the Council of Europe towards neighbouring regions 
Decisions
The Committee of Ministers

1. 
welcomed the progress made in implementing the Council of Europe policy towards neighbouring regions;

2. 
expressed its determination to build on this progress, particularly through its neighbourhood partnerships with Jordan, Morocco and Tunisia for 2015-2017;

3. 
also called for the continued development of co-operation with Kazakhstan and the Kyrgyz Republic in the context of the implementation of the co-operation priorities with these countries; 

4. 
instructed its Deputies to take the necessary decisions to that end and report back to it at its next Session.
Item 8
Date and venue of the next Session 
Decisions
The Committee of Ministers 

1.
agreed that the 126th Session of the Committee of Ministers will be held in May 2016;
2.
agreed that the handover of the chairmanship from Bosnia and Herzegovina to Bulgaria will take place on 10 November 2015.  


Appendix 3
Additional Protocol to the Council of Europe Convention on the Prevention of Terrorism
(Adopted by the Committee of Ministers

at its 125th Session on 19 May 2015)

The member States of the Council of Europe and the other Parties to the Council of Europe Convention on the Prevention of Terrorism (CETS No. 196), signatory to this Protocol,

Considering that the aim of the Council of Europe is to achieve greater unity between its members;

Desiring to further strengthen the efforts to prevent and suppress terrorism in all its forms, both in Europe and globally, while respecting human rights and the rule of law;

Recalling human rights and fundamental freedoms enshrined, in particular, in the Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms (ETS No. 5) and its Protocols, as well as in the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights;

Expressing their grave concern about the threat posed by persons travelling abroad for the purpose of committing, contributing to or participating in terrorist offences, or the providing or receiving of training for terrorism in the territory of another State; 

Having regard in this respect to Resolution 2178 (2014) adopted by the United Nations Security Council at its 7272nd meeting, on 24 September 2014, in particular paragraphs 4 to 6 thereof;

Considering it desirable to supplement the Council of Europe Convention on the Prevention of Terrorism in certain respects,

Have agreed as follows:

Article 1 – Purpose

The purpose of this Protocol is to supplement the provisions of the Council of Europe Convention on the Prevention of Terrorism, opened for signature in Warsaw on 16 May 2005 (hereinafter referred to as “the Convention”) as regards the criminalisation of the acts described in Articles 2 to 6 of this Protocol, thereby enhancing the efforts of Parties in preventing terrorism and its negative effects on the full enjoyment of human rights, in particular the right to life, both by measures to be taken at national level and through international co-operation, with due regard to the existing applicable multilateral or bilateral treaties or agreements between the Parties.  
Article 2 – Participating in an association or group for the purpose of terrorism
1. For the purpose of this Protocol, “participating in an association or group for the purpose of terrorism” means to participate in the activities of an association or group for the purpose of committing or contributing to the commission of one or more terrorist offences by the association or the group. 

2. Each Party shall adopt such measures as may be necessary to establish “participating in an association or group for the purpose of terrorism”, as defined in paragraph 1, when committed unlawfully and intentionally, as a criminal offence under its domestic law.  

Article 3 – Receiving training for terrorism
1. For the purpose of this Protocol, “receiving training for terrorism” means to receive instruction, including obtaining knowledge or practical skills, from another person in the making or use of explosives, firearms or other weapons or noxious or hazardous substances, or in other specific methods or techniques, for the purpose of carrying out or contributing to the commission of a terrorist offence. 

2. Each Party shall adopt such measures as may be necessary to establish “receiving training for terrorism”, as defined in paragraph 1, when committed unlawfully and intentionally, as a criminal offence under its domestic law. 

Article 4 – Travelling abroad for the purpose of terrorism
1. For the purpose of this Protocol, “travelling abroad for the purpose of terrorism” means travelling to a State, which is not that of the traveller’s nationality or residence, for the purpose of the commission of, contribution to or participation in a terrorist offence, or the providing or receiving of training for terrorism.

2. Each Party shall adopt such measures as may be necessary to establish “travelling abroad for the purpose of terrorism”, as defined in paragraph 1, from its territory or by its nationals, when committed unlawfully and intentionally, as a criminal offence under its domestic law. In doing so, each Party may establish conditions required by and in line with its constitutional principles.

3. Each Party shall also adopt such measures as may be necessary to establish as a criminal offence under, and in accordance with, its domestic law the attempt to commit an offence as set forth in this article.

Article 5 – Funding travelling abroad for the purpose of terrorism

1. For the purpose of this Protocol, “funding travelling abroad for the purpose of terrorism” means providing or collecting, by any means, directly or indirectly, funds fully or partially enabling any person to travel abroad for the purpose of terrorism, as defined in Article 4, paragraph 1, of this Protocol, knowing that the funds are fully or partially intended to be used for this purpose.

2. Each Party shall adopt such measures as may be necessary to establish the “funding of travelling abroad for the purpose of terrorism”, as defined in paragraph 1, when committed unlawfully and intentionally, as a criminal offence under its domestic law.

Article 6 – Organising or otherwise facilitating travelling abroad for the purpose of terrorism

1. For the purpose of this Protocol, “organising or otherwise facilitating travelling abroad for the purpose of terrorism” means any act of organisation or facilitation that assists any person in travelling abroad for the purpose of terrorism, as defined in Article 4, paragraph 1, of this Protocol, knowing that the assistance thus rendered is for the purpose of terrorism.
2. Each Party shall adopt such measures as may be necessary to establish “organising or otherwise facilitating travelling abroad for the purpose of terrorism”, as defined in paragraph 1, when committed unlawfully and intentionally, as a criminal offence under its domestic law.
Article 7 – Exchange of information

1. Without prejudice to Article 3, paragraph 2, sub-paragraph a, of the Convention and in accordance with its domestic law and existing international obligations, each Party shall take such measures as may be necessary in order to strengthen the timely exchange between Parties of any available relevant information concerning persons travelling abroad for the purpose of terrorism, as defined in Article 4. For that purpose, each Party shall designate a point of contact available on a 24-hour, seven-days-a-week basis. 

2. A Party may choose to designate an already existing point of contact under paragraph 1.  

3. A Party’s point of contact shall have the capacity to carry out communications with the point of contact of another Party on an expedited basis. 

Article 8 – Conditions and safeguards
1.
Each Party shall ensure that the implementation of this Protocol, including the establishment, implementation and application of the criminalisation under Articles 2 to 6, is carried out while respecting human rights obligations, in particular the right to freedom of movement, freedom of expression, freedom of association and freedom of religion, as set forth in, where applicable to that Party, the Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms, the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and other obligations under international law.

2.
The establishment, implementation and application of the criminalisation under Articles 2 to 6 of this Protocol should furthermore be subject to the principle of proportionality, with respect to the legitimate aims pursued and to their necessity in a democratic society, and should exclude any form of arbitrariness or discriminatory or racist treatment.

Article 9 – Relation between this Protocol and the Convention 

The words and expressions used in this Protocol shall be interpreted within the meaning of the Convention. As between the Parties, all the provisions of the Convention shall apply accordingly, with the exception of Article 9. 
Article 10 – Signature and entry into force

1. This Protocol shall be open for signature by Signatories to the Convention. It shall be subject to ratification, acceptance or approval. A Signatory may not ratify, accept or approve this Protocol unless it has previously ratified, accepted or approved the Convention, or does so simultaneously. Instruments of ratification, acceptance or approval shall be deposited with the Secretary General of the Council of Europe. 
2. This Protocol shall enter into force on the first day of the month following the expiration of a period of three months after the deposit of the sixth instrument of ratification, acceptance or approval, including at least four member States of the Council of Europe. 
3. In respect of any Signatory which subsequently deposits its instrument of ratification, acceptance or approval, this Protocol shall enter into force on the first day of the month following the expiration of a period of three months after the date of the deposit of the instrument of ratification, acceptance or approval.
Article 11 – Accession to the Protocol

1. After the entry into force of this Protocol, any State, which has acceded to the Convention, may also accede to this Protocol or do so simultaneously. 

2. In respect of any State acceding to the Protocol under paragraph 1 above, the Protocol shall enter into force on the first day of the month following the expiration of a period of three months after the date of the deposit of the instrument of accession with the Secretary General of the Council of Europe.   

Article 12 – Territorial application

1. Any State or the European Union may, at the time of signature or when depositing its instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession, specify the territory or territories to which this Protocol shall apply. 
2. Any Party may, at any later time, by declaration addressed to the Secretary General of the Council of Europe, extend the application of this Protocol to any other territory specified in the declaration. In respect of such territory the Protocol shall enter into force on the first day of the month following the expiration of a period of three months after the date of receipt of the declaration by the Secretary General. 
3. Any declaration made under the two preceding paragraphs may, in respect of any territory specified in such declaration, be withdrawn by a notification addressed to the Secretary General of the Council of Europe. The withdrawal shall become effective on the first day of the month following the expiration of a period of three months after the date of receipt of such notification by the Secretary General. 
Article 13 – Denunciation 

1. Any Party may, at any time, denounce this Protocol by means of a notification addressed to the Secretary General of the Council of Europe.
2. Such denunciation shall become effective on the first day of the month following the expiration of a period of three months after the date of receipt of the notification by the Secretary General of the Council of Europe.
3. Denunciation of the Convention automatically entails denunciation of this Protocol. 
Article 14 – Notifications 

The Secretary General of the Council of Europe shall notify the member States of the Council of Europe, the European Union, the non-member States which have participated in the elaboration of this Protocol as well as any State which has acceded to, or has been invited to accede to, this Protocol of: 

a.
any signature; 

b.
the deposit of any instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession; 

c.
any date of entry into force of this Protocol in accordance with Articles 10 and 11; 

d.
any other act, declaration, notification or communication relating to this Protocol. 

In witness whereof the undersigned, being duly authorised thereto, have signed this Protocol. 

Done at …, this … day of … 2015, in English and in French, both texts being equally authentic, in a single copy which shall be deposited in the archives of the Council of Europe. The Secretary General of the Council of Europe shall transmit certified copies to each member State of the Council of Europe, to the European Union, to the non-member States which have participated in the elaboration of this Protocol, and to any State invited to accede to it. 
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